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A WORD ABOUT SOCIETIES. 


Wuat is a society for? To do a work, to be sure; and, if we may judge by the 
utterances of its officials, a great work, a good work, a necessary work. And this is 
generally true. Certainly our great national denominational societies have each a 
distinctive work to do which is great, good, necessary. Let each confine itself to that 
distinctive work, and there will be no collision of interests, either in raising or in dis- 
bursing funds. In doing this work, let each present its own claims to the sympathy 
and contributions of the churches, without the leverage of another. It is sometimes the 
case, that foreign missions are made to serve too many causes in the appeals of secreta- 
ties and agents. We are glad, when this is the case, to see the recognized position 
unconsciously accorded to the cause of missions to the heathen. This is the primary 
idea of missions, —sending into the regions beyond. It would be well to bear this in 
mind. ‘The words “ mission ” and “ missionary” are losing their royal image and super- 
scription, like a worn coin, through common usage. Many objects which are called 
missionary are only charitable, or benevolent. We do not object, by any means, to 
see other important objects of Christian benevolence treated in their relations to the 
grand work of evangelizing the world ; but we must protest against using the leverage 
of foreign missions in such a way as to elevate a secondary object into comparative 
tivalship of claim to the sympathy and support of the churches. The Missionary 
Union is suffering in its finances to-day, from just this cause,—a drainage from the 
main work, to help various local and temporary enterprises that, either now or in the 
future, promise to become its helpers. 

Again we ask, What is a society for? Certainly not to do the work which legitimately 
belongs to the churches in their individual capacity. We do not need a society, with 
all the appliances and appurtenances thereto belonging, to establish a Sunday school 
under the shadow of a strong and wealthy church, to support a preacher to the masses 
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that surge past our very meeting-house doors, or to scatter tracts and Bibles among a 
church-going community. Such work as this belongs to the local church immediately, 
without the intervention of any society-machinery. But a Christian society is a com- 
bination of Christian men and women, representing the churches, for the purpose of 
doing either what the individual churches cannot do at all, or cannot do as well by 
themselves alone. Let us bear this in mind. Why should Christian people in Boston 
or New York be asked to do the work that God has put immediately into the hands 
of Christian people in Philadelphia or Chicago or San Francisco, together with ability 
to do it? Very many of the appeals that are made to the general Christian public for 
help are open to this very objection ; they weaken local church responsibility in the 
direction of self-help and proper local work, and that at the expense of other more im- 
portant and legitimate objects of Christian benevolence. Is it too much to ask, in 
these times, that each separate locality do its own local Christian and benevolent work, 
to the extent of its ability, according to the New Testament standard, and allow the 
streams of general Christian benevolence to be turned into the great channels of pure 
and genuine missionary evangelization ? 


FOUR REASONS. 


THERE are four strong reasons why no other work should be allowed to detract from 
our contributions to foreign missions this year. These are, — 

1. Zhe command of the Master.—It is plain that our Lord, in commissioning his 
disciples, intended that they should make it the one great business of their lives to 
herald the glad tidings of salvation, in a constantly widening circuit, to those who had 
never heard of him. His words are very direct and positive. “Go,” “ preach,” “all 
nations,” “the uttermost parts of the earth.” Scatter the blessing, tell the story every- 
where. Give everybody an opportunity to be saved. This is the primary, fundamental, 
Christ-bidden work which never must give place to any other. : 

2. The comparative want.— The nations without Christ are st. What they need 
first is salvation, They are starving ; they want bread. They are in gross darkness ; 
they want light. They are morally dead ; they want life. Such wants as these must 
not be even compared with the wants which are sometimes pressed upon us in Chris- 
tian lands. Shall the officers of the line indulge in luxuries, while the rank and file 
of the army are dying for bread? We come to you, Christian men and women of 
America, and cry, “ Bread, BREAD, for the starving world!” Do you dare turn and say, 
“ Wait till we all here at home have eaten to the full of earth’s richest viands: then the 
starving world may have the fragments and the crumbs”? To detract any thing from the 
direct work of giving the gospel to the world, for the sake of advancing any Christian 
enterprise at home, however good in itself, would be the height of religious selfishness. 

3. The success of the work already in hand. — Whatever might be the result of obeying 
the command of Christ, it would still be the Christian’s duty to obey. And yet there 
is inspiration in success. The smile of God gives courage, and beckons us on. That 
smile has emphatically rested on our denominational missions to the heathen. No 
work in which we have ever engaged has yielded so large a:spiritual return. The work 
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of the past year has been signally blessed in many of our mission fields. In Burmah 
alone, with twenty-four ordained American missionaries, nearly one thousand were 
added to the mission churches by baptism. This gives about forty baptisms as the 
average for every American minister in Burmah. What part of the home field can 
show equal spiritual returns for work done ? 

4. Lhe immediate need of the foreign mission treasury.— With such a work on our 
hands, so directly in the line of the Saviour’s last command, aiming at nothing less 
than the salvation of the lost ; under God, giving life to the dead, and with the sun- 
light of God’s smile falling warm upon it,— must we say it?—funds are lacking to 
carry on the work. Zhe treasury is actually empty to-day. 

In these times, then, when so many of the poor are distressed, and the rich embar- 
rassed, shall not many even cherished home enterprises wait still longer, rather than 
allow this work to be seriously crippled ? 

In one respect, the work abroad differs from almost all work at home: it is next to 
impossible to retrench. Our brethren are already on the field ; all the conditions of the 
work are constant; from the nature of the case, we have to work om the credit of the 
denomination, Missions are emphatically a work of faith, We must lay our plans, 
and make provision therefor, at least from six months to a year ahead. 

As compared with the work of giving the gospel to the heathen world, many, not to 
say most of our home charities, are the mint, anise, and cummin, to pay tithes of which 
may be all well enough, fvoevided such tithing does not foster neglect of the higher 
matters of mercy and judgment. 

Whatever else is done, then, in this centennial period at home, whatever in the line 
of educational endowments, or other permanent benefactions to our home work, this 
long-established, well-tried, and universally approved work of foreign missions must 
not be left to suffer. At least the full measure of contributions made in previous 
years must be secured, or disaster will come at a point in our denominational policy 
when we can ill afford it. The debt of the last year must not be increased, — must not 
—and, if possible, it must be diminished. 


A SKETCH OF THE BAPTIST MOVEMENT IN SWEDEN. 
BY REV, A, WIBERG OF STOCKHOLM, 


MISSIONARY OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION, 


SWEDEN AND THE SWEDES. 

Tue kingdom of Sweden forms the eastern 
part of the Scandinavian peninsula, extending 
from 69 to 50 north latitude. Its greatest 
length is goo miles, and its greatest width is 
from 150 to 200 miles. Owing to the great 
length of the country, there is a great differ- 
ence between the climate of the far north and 
that of the south. In the far north the cold 
is intensely severe, —so much so, that quick- 


silver has been known to freeze; and the 
ground during the winter months is generally 
covered with deep snow. In the most south- 
ern extremity, again, the climate is comparer 
tively mild. 

While Sweden, on the whole, may truly be 
said to be a cold country, yet it produces 
nearly all that is necessary for the support 
and comfort of the inhabitants, and even some 
grain for export. 
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The population is about four millions and a 
quarter, including fourteen thousand Finns, 
and seven thousand Laplanders. These belong 
to three distinct races,—viz., the Germanic, 
the Laplandish, and the Finnish, — and speak 
three different languages ; viz., the Swedish, the 
Laplandish, and the Finnish. The Swedish 
language is a branch of the Teutonic lan- 
guages, and nearly related to the Anglo-Saxon 
part of the English. The Laplandish and 
Finnish languages, again, are a branch of the 
Ugro-Tartarian languages, and as different 
from thé Swedish as the Welsh is from the 
English. 

If national pride might be tolerated, the 
Swedes might justly be proud of their past 
history. There was a time when the Swedish 
nation, though only a handful of people in a 
military point of view was the leading nation 
in Europe. Reference is here made to the 
time between the reigns of the great Gustavus 
Adolphus and Charles XII., a period of nearly 
one hundred years. At that time Sweden 
consisted of not only Sweden proper, but 
Finland, Livonia, and Esthonia; and one of 
our poets has well remarked, that formerly 
our Cattle fed where now the proud metropolis 
of the Russian autocrat sits enthroned. It is 
well known how this military pre-eminence 
was lost; viz., through the disastrous battle 
of Pultowa, in the year 1709. 

The principal cities of the kingdom are 
Stockholm, Gothenburg, Malmé, and Norrké- 
ping. Stockholm is the metropolis. Here 
the king resides, and here there is a popula- 
tion of one hundred and forty thousand. 
Gothenburg has a population of seventy thou- 
sand; while Malmé and Norrképing have 
about thirty thousand each. 


RELIGION OF THE COUNTRY. 


The established form of religion is the Lu- 
theran. Sweden was originally a heathen 
country ; and our ancestors were worshippers 
of idols, to which they made offerings of ani- 
mals, and sometimes of human beings. Odin 
was their principal god. 

About the year 830, the Catholic form of 
religion was introduced into the country by 
Ansgar, a monk from the monastery of Corbey 
in France. Papacy thus gaining a foothold, 
the whole country became by degrees subju- 
gated to itsinfluence. Yet, though the Romish 
emissaries had made great efforts to supplant 
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Paganism, the era of the Reformation found 
the religious condition of the people but little 
improved. 

In the year 1521 Gustavus Vasa (the Wash- 
ington of Sweden) raised the standard of revo. 
lution in Dalecarlia. It was a struggle against 
the Danish king and the Romish prelate ; and 
his final triumph was the end of the Danish 
dominion and the papal supremacy in Sweden, 
At the diet of Westeras, in 1527, Protes- 
tantism was virtually established throughout 
the country. But the reformation thus intro- 
duced into Sweden was an external work, 
proceeding principally from the policy of kings 
and nobles, much resembling the reformation 
introduced into England by the policy of 
Henry VIII. As a result, the church polity 
that had prevailed in the Catholic Church of 
Sweden continued substantially the same in the 
so-called Lutheran Church, only under different 
names. Thus, instead of the pope being the 
head of the Swedish Church, the king was 
made the head and highest bishop ; and, instead 
of Catholic bishops and prelates, Lutheran bish- 
ops and prelates were placed over the Church. 
The principal benefit of this reformation was 
that the Bible was translated into the Swedish 
language, and published as early as 1540, and 
that the services of the Church were held in 
the Swedish language, instead of the Latin; 
but, of real vital religion, very few traces were 
found until the beginning of the last century, 
when the influence of the German pietism 
extended even to Sweden, and marked its way 
by revivals in different parts of the country. 
Still later, the Moravians, or Herrnhuters, 
headed by Count Zinzendorf, gave a mighty 
impulse to the cause of religion, the effects of 
which have been felt up to the present day. 
But it has been especially during the last thirty 
or forty years that the leaven of vital godliness 
has spread throughout the country, penetrat- 
ing into all classes of society, from members 
of the royal family to the humble cottager. 
One of the first and greatest causes of this 
religious movement was the indefatigable la- 
bors of an English missionary by the name of 
George Scott, who labored in Sweden from 
1830 to 1842, when he was forcibly driven from 
the country. 


THE BAPTIST MOVEMENT. 


In tracing the history of the Baptist move- 
ment in Sweden, we follow a chain of incidents 
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which give strong evidence of the leadings of 
God’s providence. A young Swede, a sailor by 
the name of Gustavus W. Schroeder, was on a 
Lord’s Day morning conducted to the Baptist 
Mariners’ Church of New York, under the care 
of Rev. I. R. Steward. Mr. Schroeder had been 
converted during his voyage to the United 
States, and was now in search of a church with 
which to unite. On this morning two sailors 
were baptized. It was the first time Mr. Schroe- 
der had ever witnessed the ordinance. After 
a few weeks he was baptized himself. 

After some time he returned to Sweden, 
where he met with a Swedish sailor by the 
name of F. O. Nilson, who was laboring in 
Sweden as a sailor missionary, under the 
patronage of the Seamen’s Friend Society of 
New York. Through a remark made by Mr. 
Schroeder, Mr. Nilson was led to inquire upon 
the subject of baptism. He was afterwards, 
in July, 1847, baptized by Rev. J. G. Oncken, 
in Hamburg. On the 21st of September, 1848, 
his wife and four others were baptized in Catte- 
gat, near to Gothenburg, by a Baptist mission- 
ary from Denmark ; and the same evening was 
organized the first Baptist church in Sweden, 
consisting of six members. Mr. Nilson, who 
had been ordained at Hamburg in 1849, trav- 
elled around, preaching and baptizing such as 
made a profession of their faith in Christ, 
until the little band numbered fifty-two. But 
this state of things was not allowed to go on 
undisturbed, In July, 1851, Nilson received 
sentence of banishment, and was obliged to 
seek refuge in Denmark. In the spring of 
1853, the church emigrated to America. 
Many of these first Baptists suffered severe 
persecution, being often fined and brought up to 
answer various charges before the consistory, 
such as, not having their children baptized, 
falling from the true evangelical doctrine &c. 

While these efforts were made to quench 
the fire which had been kindled in the south 
of Sweden, a new ray of light began to glimmer 
inthe northern part of the country. A few 
persons in Stockholm, who had been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, had begun to 
entertain doubts as to the validity of infant 
baptism. Among these was a furrier by the 
name of D. Forssell. 


HIS OWN CHANGE OF VIEWS. 


Just at this juncture I was, in the provi- 
I had been 
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educated for the ministry in the Lutheran 
Church ; was brought to a saving knowledge 
of Christ in 1842 ; was ordained at Upsala, in 
the spring of 1843; and was an officiating 
minister in the State Church until 1849. As 
I had found Christ precious to my own soul, 
I felt it to be a glorious privilege to hold up 
Christ and him crucified, as the only way of 
salvation. I used to preach, not only in the 
temples of the State Church, but in the vil- 
lages and the farm-houses of the country; 
and the Lord was pleased to bless my ministry, 
in the conversion of sinners. But, for several 
reasons, I never felt happy in my connection 
with the State Church. In 1849 my mind was 
brought to a decided stand. I found that I 
could not conscientiously administer the or- 
dinance of the Lord’s Supper to all persons 
indiscriminately, as is the custom of the Swed- 
ish State Church. Consequently I could not 
any longer officiate as a minister of the 
church. 

Having now left my charge in the State 
Church, I travelled from the north of Sweden 
to Stockholm, in 1850. There I met with 
those brethren who were exercised on the sub- 
ject of baptism. I was still, at this time, an 
advocate of infant baptism. But, in 1851, I 
accompanied Mr. Forssell to Hamburg, where 
I met with Rev. J. G. Oncken and his fellow- 
laborer Rev. J. Kébner. With these brethren 
I entered into strong discussions on the sub- 
ject of baptism, but continued firm in my be- 
lief. On leaving, Mr. Kébner presented me 
with a copy of Pengilly’s Guide to Baptism. 
This I read on my return voyage to Stock- 
holm ; and from Dr. J. L. Dagg’s able exposi- 
tion of 1 Cor. vii. 14, introduced into that 
work, I found that infant baptism did not exist 
in the Corinthian church. I now came to the 
conclusion that it did not exist in any of the 
apostolical churches. My belief in infant bap- 
tism being now shaken, I began, on my return 
to Stockholm, to give the subject a thorough 
examination; and the result was, that I be- 
came entirely convinced that believers’ baptism 
by immersion was the only scriptural bap- 
tism. Having now arrived at the truth, I 
wrote my first work on baptism, an octavo vol- 
ume of 320 pages, which was published in 
Upsala, 1852. 

HIS BAPTISM. 

On my return from Hamburg to Stockholm, 

I had an attack of hemorrhage of the lungs, 
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which so prostrated me that I was seemingly 
very near to death. After having to some 
extent recovered strength, a sea-voyage was 
recommended by my physician. A free pass- 
age was offered in a sailing-vessel, which 
offer I thankfully accepted; and accordingly 
left Stockholm for the United States, July 17, 
1852. The vessel stopped at the island of 
Amager, near, to Copenhagen. As there was 
no Baptist in Sweden to baptize me, I now re- 
solved to embrace the first opportunity to obey 
the divine command that should present itself. 
Knowing that there was a little Baptist church 
in Copenhagen, I there applied; related my 
experience, was received, and baptized in the 
Baltic Sea, near Copenhagen, at eleven o’clock 
in the evening of the 23d of July, by F. O. 
Nilson. This was one of the happiest mo- 
ments of my life ; and, like the eunuch, I went 
my way rejoicing. 


CONNECTION WITH THE PUBLICATION SO- 
CIETY. 


I continued my voyage, and arrived at New 
York on Saturday, the 18th of September. 
The following morning I went to the Baptist 
Mariners’ Church. Here I was cordially wel- 
comed by Rev. I. R. Steward and others, and, 
shortly after was recommended to the Baptist 
Publication Society, and was by them em- 
ployed as a colportor among seamen for 
several months. After this, 1 made a journey 
to the West, and visited some of the Swedish 
settlements in Illinois and Iowa, expecting 
to return to Sweden in the summer of 1853. 
But, just as I thought myself ready to leave, I 
received a letter from the Rev. Heman Lin- 
coln, then Associate Corresponding Secretary 
of the American Baptist Publication Society. 
In this letter he says:— . 


“ AMERICAN Baptist PusiicaTion Rooms, 
April 5, 1853. 
“ DEAR BROTHER WIBERG : — 

“J learn from the papers that you are ex- 
pecting to sail for Sweden shortly. I congrat- 
ulate you warmly on the prospect of doing 
good in the fatherland, and pray that God’s 
blessing may go with you, and give you ready 
access to the hearts of your countrymen. 

“You will need ammunition for the holy 
war against superstition and error; and the 
Publication Society will gladly furnish you with 
a few Swedish tracts, if you will,translate them, 
and attend to the stereotyping. 
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“ You may have enough stereotyped to cost 
about twenty dollars. 
“ Yours fraternally, 
“HEMAN LINCOLN.” 


This letter brought me to Philadelphia to 
attend to the translation and stereotyping of 
the proposed tracts; and thus a connection 
was formed with the Publication Society, which 
proved to be of inestimable importance for the 
furtherance of the Lord’s work in Sweden. 
I now remained two years longer in America, 
during which time I attended to the translation 
and stereotyping of tracts, and wrote two 
works on baptism. 


RETURN TO SWEDEN. 


During this time, the Lord was working by 
his Spirit in Sweden; and I received letters 
begging me to return home to help on the 
work there. Meanwhile the interest was also 
increasing among the Christian friends in 
America, and many prayers were offered up in 
behalf of Sweden. At the annual meeting of 
the American Baptist Publication Society, 
held at Chicago, Ill., May, 1855, the Committee 
on Foreign Colportage recommended to the 
board the propriety of establishing a system of 
colportage in Sweden; and in the following 
August I received an appointment by the 
American Baptist Publication Society to labor 
in Sweden as a superintendent of colportage 
in that country. On the evening of the 23d of 
August, a farewell meeting was held at the 
Fifth Baptist Church, Sansom Street, Phila- 
delphia, at which I was publicly set apart to 
the work, and at the same time united in mar- 
riage to Miss Caroline Lintemuth, who was a 
member of that church, and a faithful laborer 
in the sabbath school, and who has during the 
lapse of twenty years stood at my side a help- 
meet and faithful laborer. Thus, instead of 
returning single-handed, I had, like Jacob, 
become “two bands.” 

On the 8th of September we sailed from 
New York, and arrived in Stockholm on the 
7th of October, welcomed by waiting friends. 

During the three years of my absence from 
home, the work which in the beginning was 
small, like a grain of mustard-seed, had taken 
root, and considerably increased. My work 
on baptism, which I wrote before leaving 
Sweden in 1852, had been published and 
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extensively circulated, and created a great 
sensation. Many were also, by reading it, 
convinced of the truth, and consequently felt a 
strong desire to be baptized. As there was 
no administrator in the country, Brother Peter 
Ferdinand Hejdenberg went to Hamburg in 
the spring of 1854, and was there baptized and 
ordained by the Rev. J. G. Oncken. On his 
return to Sweden, he baptized a number of 
believers upon a profession of their faith at 
Stockholm, Orebro, Norrképing, and in Dale- 
carlia; and at the close of the year there were 
about two hundred baptized believers. The 
year 1855 was marked by a still greater 
increase, so that at the close of the year the 
number had increased to about five hundred. 


ORGANIZING THE WORK. 


On my arrival in Stockholm, I found there a 
little band of twenty-four baptized believers. 
They held meetings in two small, dark, dismal 
rooms. Even repulsive as these rooms were, 
they were generally crowded with attentive 
hearers. Hence our first efforts were to 
secure a better place for holding meetings ; and 
on the 11th of November we opened, in addi- 
tion to our two small rooms, a large room on 
the southern suburb of Stockholm, which 
would seat about three hundred. In this 
room our first Baptist Sunday school in Swe- 
den was opened, with twenty-two children, 
which number soon increased to a hundred 
and fifty. We had not, however, continued 
our work long before the authorities inter- 
fered, the result of which was that the attend- 
ance greatly diminished for a time. 

Finding our location too remote, we suc- 
ceeded in getting a still larger room in the 
centre of the city, seating about five hundred. 
This was opened for public worship on Sun- 
day, the 4th of May, 1856. Here many pre- 
cious souls were born again; and here we 
continued to worship ten years, until, in 1866, 
the church removed to our new chapel in the 
northern part of the city. 


OPPOSITION. 


But, as might have been expected, such a 
rapid spread of the tuth was not allowed to 
go on without opposition on the part of the 
State Church. Brother Hejdenberg was sum- 
moned sixteen different times to appear before 
judicial tribunals, —such as at Orsa, Mora, 
Elfdahlen, Skoellersta, Sundsvall, Tjellmo, 
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and Roedoen, — to answer the charges of hav- 
ing held religious meetings contrary to law ; 
and he was imprisoned at Stockholm, Norr- 
képing, Upsala, Gefle, Fahlun, and Nyképing, 
the time varying from two to fourteen days. 

Only two weeks after my return to Stock- 
holm, a public meeting was called in the Free 
English Church, and the Baptists were chal- 
lenged to appear and defend their views. A 
large concourse of people assembled. The 
renowned Dr. Thomander (since Bishop Tho- 
mander) presided, and several of the most 
influential clergymen took part in the discus- 
sion. We held our ground; and the meeting 
was closed without any special uproar. A few 
weeks afterwards, a second meeting was called 
in the same place, and the discussion renewed. 
During the discussions I alluded to the dead 
state of the clergy in the State Church. At 
this crisis a great uproar was raised; and I 
was glad to make my escape, feeling my life to 
be in danger. But, as good often comes out of 
evil, so these public discussions had the effect 
of drawing the attention of the people to think 
upon the subject of baptism. 

Our opposers, however, were not satisfied 
with such lenient means as public discussions. 
About two weeks after my arrival in Stock- 
holm the royal-court preacher Wenstroem, 
accompanied by police-officers, entered the 
house of Brother D. Forssell, and forcibly 
sprinkled his child six months old. This 
same Brother Forssell was sentenced to pay a 
fine of one hundred crowns for preaching the 
gospel, and five crowns additional for violating 
the sabbath in preaching. 


THE WORK GOING ON. 


In January, 1866, I started a semi-monthly 
religious periodical called “ The Evangelist,” 
which has had an extensive circulation, and is 
now in the twentieth year of its existence. 

In the beginning of the same year fcur 
brethren were appointed as colportors, to 
labor under the patronage of the American 
Baptist Publication Society. These brethren 
travelled through the provinces, preaching in 
the villages and farm-houses, distributing 
Bibles, books, and tracts, and baptizing such 
as believed. 

In order more effectually to further the 
spread of the gospel, the Missionary Union of 
Stockholm was formed on the 13th of March, 
1856, for the express purpose of sending out 
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missionaries, publishing and circulating books 
and tracts. Through this organization, an 
incalculable amount of good has been accom- 
plished. A number of home missionaries 
have been supported every year, and their 
labors have been followed with tokens of the 
divine blessing. Since the formation of the 
society, ninety-nine laborers on the home mis- 
sion field have been supported in whole or in 
part, and over two millions of copies of books 
and tracts have been published. 

The same year also a school was opened 
for the training and instruction of young men 
with a view to the ministry. Mr. K. Edvall, 
a student from Upsala, and a Baptist, had the 
charge of the school the first year. 

At the close of 1856, we were permitted to 
report 21 Baptist churches, 24 ministers, and 
a membership of 961. During the year, 492 
were baptized. The membership of the 
church at Stockholm had increased to 81, of 
whom 43 were baptized during the year. 
Eight Sunday schools had been organized 
during the year, with 339 scholars. 


PERSECUTION AND GROWTH. 


As our cause progressed, persecution con- 
tinued to follow. Brother Nas Pehr Pehrson, 
one of our colportors, was on the 18th of 
January, 1856, sentenced to pay a fine of 100 
crowns for having read a chapter from the 
Bible publicly. Later in the same year he 
was arrested in his missionary tour, and con- 
veyed back as a prisoner to his home. A 
brother, Klackar Lars Pehrson, was for several 
weeks imprisoned on bread and water in the 
prison of Fahlun, because he had allowed 
Brother Hejdenberg to read the Bible in his 
cottage, not to mention other instances of 
persecution that took place during the same 
year. 

The following year, 1857, gave evident proof 
that the word of the Lord could not be bound 
by persecution. During this year, 1,292 were 
added by baptism ; and at the close of the year 
we numbered 2,105 members, 45 churches, 
nd 44 pastors. 

The first conference of the Swedish Bap- 
tist churches was held at Stockholm in our 
meeting-room on June 13-16, 1857. At this 
conference an executive committee was chosen 
to have an oversight of the general interests 
of the denomination. This committee has 
been continued up to the present time. One 
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of the main objects of this committee was to 
devise means for the education of such 
brethren as might seem to be called to preach 
the gospel. 

In the early part of this year my health was 
broken down by overwork, so that I was laid 
aside for about two months. I then wrote to 
Brother Gustaf Palmquist, who for six years 
had been laboring as a missionary among the 
Swedes in Illinois and Iowa, requesting him 
to return to Sweden, and help me in my 
arduous work. I received from him a speedy 
answer, in which he says, “If I had had 
eagle’s wings to carry me over the great ocean, 
I should long ago have stood at your side.” 
Accordingly, on the 23d of August, 1857, he 
arrived at Stockholm, when I had the great 
privilege of bidding him a hearty welcome 
not only to his native land, but as a fellow- 
laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. 

The addition of this brother to our list of 
laborers gave a new impetus to our mission. 
Through his influence his two brothers Peter 
and John Palmquist were brought to take a 
decided step, and confess Christ by being 
buried with him in baptism. He proved a 
faithful and devoted laborer among us, both 
as a preacher, and a teacher in our colportor 
schools, until it pleased the Lord to remove 
him from among us by death in October, 1867. 
His career was short, but rich in blessings. 

Even this year severe persecution con- 
tinued to rage, especially in the south of 
Sweden. There the authorities seized upon 
our preachers, and imprisoned them whenever 
they found them without the limits of their 
own parish. Six of our brethren were, at 
different times, confined in the cell prison of 
Christianstad, and some treated very harshly. 
One of them, a blind colportor by the name 
of Nils Hokanson, was confined in this prison 
for eight days for having circulated religious 
books and tracts. When he was taken from 
the prison, an iron chain was attached to one 
of his ankles; and he was then taken on a. 
prisoner car to another station, where new 
irons were placed upon him. In this condition 
he was sent back to his home, and compelled 
to pay a considerable sug to the authorities 
for their trouble. As he had no money of his 
own, they took that which he had received 
from book-sales, and also a watch which he 
wore but which was not his own. 

Another colportor, by the name of Sven 
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Svenson, was also seized, severely buffeted, 
stripped of his clothing, sponged with cold 
water, had his hair cut close to his head, was 
dressed in a thin prisoner’s dress, and thrown 
into a cold, damp cell ona cold winter day. 
Being thus thinly clad, he was seized with a 
severe chill; but he comforted himself with 
the thought that all that he had better than 
hell was of grace. 


‘A NEW ERA, 


The year of 1858 may be called a new era 
in our history as Baptists. Our second gen- 
eral conference was held June 11-15 at Stock- 
holm. At that conference we had the honor 
and privilege of seeing in our midst a deputa- 
tion from the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland; viz., Dr. Edward Steane and the 
Rev. John Howard Hinton; also brethren 
J. G. Oncken and J. Kébner, from Germany. 
Our English brethren exerted a very happy 
influence in our favor among some who stood 
high in authority here; and the violent preju- 
dices which had prevailed against the Baptists 
were to some extent removed. On their re- 
turn to England, they published their “ Notes 
of a Tour in Sweden during the summer of 
1858.” In referring to our conference in this 
book they speak thus: “ Our general impres- 
sion of the conference may be given in a few 
words. It was, on the whole, a most interest- 
ing assembly. Composed of young, energetic, 
well-informed, and good-tempered men; men 
clear and sharp in their distinguishing views, 
both of dissent and baptism; men determined 
to labor for God, and ready to suffer — many 
of them had already suffered —for him; men 
who knew how to act not only alone, but 
together, —for not a trace of disorder appeared 
in their proceedings,— it seemed to be the very 
nucleus of a living society, destined not only 
to perpetuity, but to augmentation. Certainly 
what we saw of them made us love them fer- 
vently; and we were strongly impressed with 
the conviction that for the Baptists in Sweden 
at least (to apply a saying of Dr. Krummacher 
of Berlin), there is a future.” 

The reports we heard of their progress in 
almost all parts of the country revive the 
remembrance of apostolic days, when the 
word of the Lord mightily grew and pre- 
vailed. 

At the close of this year our membership 
had increased to 3,487,and 69 churches. Even 
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during this year persecutions were carried out. 
Brother Sven Svenson, the same person who 
was imprisoned last year, in a letter to me 
complained that he could not leave his village 
without danger of being seized and imprisoned. 
for a whole year. 

At this juncture I introduce with pleasure 
the name of Adolph Drake, who has been 
an invaluable acquisition to our cause. A 
nobleman by birth, he had studied at Upsala 
for the ministry. Being a converted man, he 
could not, from conscientious convictions, 
take orders as a Lutheran minister. Through 
reading my book on baptism, he had that sub- 
ject made clear to his mind, and was accord- 
ingly baptized in 1858. In consequence of 
taking this step, he met with much opposition, 
even by members of his own family. Through 
a Christian friend he was recommended to me. 
I immediately wrote, and invited him to come 
to Stockholm, to see what could be done. He 
accepted a home in my house, and was a mem- 
ber of my family for nine years. He proved 
to be a most faithful, persevering laborer. He 
has, since 1869, been the editor of a weekly 
paper called Wecko-Posten (The Weekly 
Post), and is now engaged as a teacher in our 
theological seminary. 

The following year, 1859, the peace and 
comfort of our churches was much disturbed 
by the spread of the doctrine of sinless per- 
fection. It made great havoc in some churches, 
the injurious effects of which have been felt up 
to the present day. 


SECOND VISIT TO AMERICA. 


For a long time the meeting-room which we 
occupied in Stockholm had been insufficient 
to contain all those who came to the meetings ; 
and finally it became so densely crowded, that 
many had often to stand outside. Not being 
able to get a larger room, and not having 
means to take any measures towards the erec- 
tion of a building, I decided, with the appro- 
bation of my brethren, to make a journey to 
England, and there try to collect means towards 
the erection of a chapel. I succeeded in col- 
lecting about £1100. But, as this sum was 
entirely too small to justify us in attempting to 
build, I left again in August, 1863, for America, 
to collect for the same purpose, Mrs. Wiberg 
accompanying me. We received hearty wel- 
comes in different places, from many of our 
dear brethren and sisters, especially in Phila- 
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delphia. The interest taken in the cause there, 
the hospitality and kindness, will never be 
forgotten. After travelling around in differ- 
ent parts of the Union, trying to collect, I 
was in April, 1865, seized with an attack of 
‘hemorrhage of the lungs, which greatly re- 
tarded me in my work. Not having entirely 
recovered my voice, I felt the necessity of an 
assistant, and was led to think of Col. K. O. 
Broady, a Swede by birth, with whom I had 
been acquainted many years before. He had 
studied for the ministry at Hamilton Univer- 
sity, had served in the war, and was now hav- 
ing charge of a Baptist church at Mohawk, 
N.Y. I asked him to assist me in collecting ; 
and, feeling an interest in his native land, he 
acceded ; and, on my further representing the 
want of laborers in Sweden, he consented to 
return to his native land, to assist in the work 
there. I also met, in Philadelphia, with 
another Swedish brother, Capt. J. A. Edgren, 
who had labored in Sweden, returned to the 
United States, had served in the navy during 
the war, and afterwards studied at Hamilton, 
with a view of devoting himself to the ministry. 
He also felt a deep interest in his native land, 
and was desirous of returning to labor there 
as a missionary. 


TRANSFER AND ENLARGEMENT. 


In the year 1866, it was considered ad- 
visable to transfer the Swedish mission from 
the Publication Society to the Missionary 
Union. Brethren K. O. Broady, J. A. Edgren, 
and myself were accepted and appointed as 
missionaries of the Missionary Union; and on 
the 16th of June, of the same year, we sailed 
with our families for Sweden, where we ar- 
rived on July 14. 

From 1863 to 1866, the work had gone on 
encouragingly in Sweden. The contemplated 
chapel at Stockholm had not only been com- 
menced but finished, and had been opened for 
public worship. Many were attracted to hear 
the gospel in the new chapel; and, although 
it would seat about 1,200, it was soon filled to 
overflowing. 

In the autumn of the same year the Bethel 
Seminary was opened for the special purpose 
of training young men for the ministry. Mr. 
Broady was elected principal, and brethren 
Drake, Edgren, and J. E. Nystrém, teachers. 
I imparted theological instruction as my time 
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would permit. The school has gone on pros- 
perously up to the present time. Since its 
formation, 59 young men have been registered 
as students, 34 of whom are now engaged as 
preachers of the gospel. 

In the year 1868, our mission was re-en- 
forced by the appointment of Brother T. Truve. 
Brother Truve was baptized in 1857; he* en- 
joyed for a time the instruction of Brother G. 
Palmquist, and was among our earliest preach- 
ers on the mission field. He labored especially 
for some time in Gothenburg. In the year 
1865, he went to America, and studied at 
Hamilton University until 1868, when he re- 
ceived an appointment by the Missionary 
Union, as a missionary to Sweden. He ar- 
rived in Sweden in the summer of the same 
year, with his companion, and located at 
Gothenburg, a most important but hard field. 
Here he has labored most faithfully, and his 
labors have been signally blessed. Besides 
his regular pastoral work, he has done much 
for the furtherance of the Sunday-school work. 
For several years, he has edited a children’s 
paper, called “The Beehive,” semi-monthly,and 
a Sunday-school journal for teachers, monthly. 
Within the last year (1875), he has edited 
another monthly periodical, called “The Peo- 
ple’s Friend.” Through his exertions the in- 
terest in the Sunday-school work has greatly 
increased in our churches throughout the 
country. A Sunday-school union was formed, 
1872, at Hallsberg, province of Orebro, the 
first organization of the kind in this country. 
There have grown out of it about a dozen 
auxiliaries in different parts of the country. 
These societies support four agents, who 
travel through the country to interest the 
people in the Sunday-school work, and to 
establish Sunday schools. These effects have 
been the means of opening doors for the 
spread of the truth, where regular preachers 
would not be admitted. A precious season of 
revival has been experienced in Gothenburg 
since January, 1875. The Mechanics Hall, 
seating about 1,600, was rented for a course 
of meetings; and the lower part of it was 
filled by persons of all classes, who listened 
attentively to the word. Many were brought 
under concern for their souls, and converted.* 


* Quite lately he has, in company with a pious Lutheran, 
commenced preaching in the open air in Gothenburg, on 
Sunday afternoons, to thousands of people, — an undertaking 
which is quite new in Sweden. 
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PRESENT STATE OF THE WORK. 


From year to year the Lord has blessed the 
labors of our preachers in general with awak- 
enings and conversions even up to the present 
time. Three brethren might be here men- 
tioned, whose labors have been signally 
blessed; viz., Nas Pehr Pehrson, Ola Hanson, 
and C. E. Malm. In Stockholm the work has 
progressed steadily and encouragingly. The 
little band which, twenty years ago, num- 
bered only about 20, at the close of 1874 
numbered 574, not counting the hundreds who 
have emigrated to America. On the southern 
suburb of the city there is a second church 
numbering, at the close of the year, 54. In 
connection with the first church there are 
three Sunday schools with an average attend- 
ance of about 1,000 children, and 1oo teachers. 
There is also a Sunday school in connection 
with the second chyrch, numbering about 70 
children. To facilitate the Sunday-school 
work and the spread of the gospel in the south- 
ern suburb of Stockholm, efforts are now be- 
ing made for the erection of a chapel. 

Brother Peter Palmquist has from the begin- 
ning been a most devoted and indefatigable 
laborer in the Sunday-school cause. He was 
the first man who commenced Sunday-school 
work in Sweden, so far back as in the year 
1851. Being a printer and publisher, he has 
accomplished a vast amount of good, through 
alarge Sunday-school literature. He has been 
superintendent of the Sunday school of the 
first church from its commencement. 

At the close of 1874, we counted in the 
whole kingdom of Sweden a membership of 
10,160, organized into 225 churches, with 67 
places of worship, and 141 pastors. During 
the year, 870 had been added by baptism, and 
four new churches organized. Most of our 
churches are small, and not able to sustain 
their pastors. Hence, in order to supply these 
small churches with preaching, and also to 
spread the gospel in the vicinity of the church- 
es, there have been formed 17 missionary 
societies in different parts of the country. 
During the past year, these societies supported, 
in whole or in part, about go preachers at a 
cost of about 20,000 crowns ($5,336); to which 
may be added, that our members and our 
Sunday schools also contribute for the spread 
of the gospel among the heathen. The church 
at Stockholm, during the past year, contrib- 
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uted for different benevolent objects upwards 
of 20,000 crowns ($5,336). 

But, while we record a total membership of 
more than 10,000, this number does not repre- 
sent all who have been converted through the 
labors of Baptists. There are, no doubt, thou- 
sands who have been converted through Bap- 
tist instrumentality, but have remained in the 
State Church, while thousands of our members 
have emigrated to America; not to speak of 
those who have, during the last twenty years, 
been removed by death. Of the 24 provinces 
in Sweden, there is not one of them without 
a Baptist church; so that we thus may say 
that the influence of our mission has extended 
to all the parts of the country. And not only 
so, but the influence has also extended on one 
side to Norway, and on the other side. into 
Finland. It is principally through the labors 
of Swedish brethren, that Baptist principles 
have been spread in Norway, where there are 
now 17 churches, with nearly 400 members. 
In Finland there are over 100 baptized believ- 
ers. Thus we may have reason to exclaim, 
“This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

DISABILITIES AND PROSPECTS. 

Still much remains to be done. The coun- 
try at large, though nominally Protestant, is 
yet sunk in semi-papal ignorance, supersti- 
tion, bigotry, intolerance, and vice. Thus 
they believe that infant baptism saves the 
children from sin, death, and hell, and gives 
them eternal salvation; and that the people at 
the Lord’s Supper receive the very flesh and 
blood of Christ. The clergy not only exer- 
cise great power over the minds of the people, 
keeping them in subjection to the statutes of 
the church, but they are also armed with a 
formidable power to prevent the spread of the 
gospel in their respective parishes through 
a paragraph in the Swedish law. Through 
this paragraph the church-council in every 
parish, of which the parish rector is the self- 
constituted chairman and head, has the power 
of forbidding, on fine of 50 to 300 crowns ($13 
to $80), any one to preach, whose preaching 
they consider to tend to the separation from 
the State Church. Through this paragraph, as 
well as through another clause similarly intol- 
erant, cases of persecution and fine have taken 
place up to the last year; and quite recently 
some of our brethren have in several places 
been forbidden to preach. 
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The Baptists of Sweden not only suffer from 
restrictive laws with regard to the spread of 
the gospel, but they are also placed in very 
trying circumstances on account of the exist- 
ing laws concerning marriage. All young 
persons who have grown up without being 
sprinkled, and confirmed in the State Church, 
cannot be legally married. Hence those mem- 
bers of Baptist churches who have not been 
sprinkled, and confirmed in the State Church, 
are compelied to have recourse to a form of 
marriage in our churches which is considered 
illegal, as the law will not permit the clergy- 
men of the State Church to unite in marriage 
unconfirmed persons; and the ceremony, if 
performed by any other minister, would not 
legalize the marriage. Consequently the chil- 
dren of those who have entered into marriage 
relation without the sanction of the law are 
illegal. 

We have petitioned the government to pro- 
pose to the diet so to modify the law with 
regard to marriage, that persons might be 
legally married without the necessity of apply- 
ing to the clergy of the State Church. The 
subject has been discussed, but not carried. 

We also feel it to be a great inconvenience, 
that we cannot bury our own dead without 
the necessity of having the clergymen of the 
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State Church to perform the burial ceremo. 
nies. 

These are but some of the legal disabilities 
to which the Baptists of Sweden are sub- 
jected. 

As to the moral condition of the country, 
intemperance prevails to a fearful extent. 
Very little has been done to check the evil by 
those who are in authority. 

The sanctity of the sabbath is not observed 
by the masses. Balls and dinner-parties are 
given on that day; theatres and other places 
of amusement are open in the evening. 

In view of the great change that has taken 
place within the last quarter of a century, there 
is, however, great cause to thank God, and 
take courage. 

Relying upon his promise that his word 
shall not return unto him void, we have rea- 
son to believe that coming years shall tell of 
a more glorious victory gained over all that is 
opposed to our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
extension of his kingdom. 

Unfeigned gratitude is due to the Christians 
in America, who have so nobly contributed for 
the spread of true religion in this far-off 
country. 


SrockHoLm, September, 1875. 


TELINGANA AND BURMAH. 


BY REV. E. O. STEVENS, MISSIONARY TO THE BURMESE. 


In the remote past, there existed in Hin- 
dustan a Teloogoo kingdom, called Telingana, 
the capital of which was situated within the 
limits of what is now denominated the Madras 
Presidency. In those ancient times, when the 
Teloogoos were subject to rajahs of their own 
race, the more enterprising among them ap- 
pear to have ventured across the Bay of Ben- 
gal, and established trading stations on the 
coast of Pegu, and the Tenasserim province. 
They must have exerted a civilizing influence 
over the barbarians with whom they traded ; 
for, from the Teloogoos, the ancestors of the 
Peguans obtained their written character. To 
the most casual observer, the general similarity 
in the shape of the letters, and the vowel signs 


of the two languages, is quite striking. Com- 
binations of circles, and parts of circles, are 
characteristic of both. Indeed, it seems prob- 
able that the term Za/eing, by which the Bur- 
mese designate the Peguan, is derived from 
Telinga. The progenitors of the Burmese na- 
tion, moving down the Irrawaddy valley to- 
wards the sea, discovered a people more civil- 
ized than themselves, possessing books. To 
the mixed population of Peguans and black 
foreigners of the Teloogoo kingdom, they ap- 
pear to have given one common designation of 
Telinga, or Taleing. From the Taleings, the 
Burmese derived their alphabet; and, with 
some modifications, their system of spelling. 
Such are some of the results to which Sir 
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Arther P. Phayre has arrived in tracing back 
the beginnings of Burmese and Taleing litera- 
ture. Dr. Mason went so far as to advance 
the theory that the Taleings came originally 
from Hindustan. 

But more than this: there can be no doubt 
that the Shans and the Toung-thoos derived 
their written character from the Burmans and 
Taleings. It is well known, that the Tavoyans 
and Aracanese, though possessing some dia- 
lectic peculiarities, use the same books as the 
Burmese. Dr. Wade, in reducing the Karen 
language to writing, instead of taking the Ro- 
man letters, made use of that which was ready 
to hand. 

With a few arbitrary changes, and a number 
of important additions in the way of accent 
and vowel signs, he constructed a system for 
the Sgaus and Pwos, which may be consid- 
ered well-nigh perfect for expressing genuine 
Karen sounds. The kemea spelling-book made 
by Rev. L. Stilson, and the system of spelling 
invented by Dr. Stevens for the Salongs of the 
Mergui Archipelago, were based upon the Bur- 
mese and Karen. The Bghai, Red Karen, and 
Gaycho, Dr. Mason found to require but slight 
modifications of the Sgau, or the Pwo. 

It will be seen, then, that the Burmese owe 
to the Teloogoos the first impulse, which 
brought them out of a state of barbarism, up 
to the position which they now occupy among 
the half-civilized nations of the earth. The 
books which the different tribes in Burmah are 
reading to-day, whether written with a style 
upon palm-leaf in some Buddhist monastery, 
or printed upon foreign paper at the mission 
press, may all be traced back, more or less 
directly, to ancient Telingana. 

Moreover, British Burmah, at the present 
day, is largely indebted to the same region for 
its supply of labor. The various races inhab- 
iting Burmah have retained so much of the 
wild love of freedom, which has descended to 
them from the Tartar stock whence they 
sprung, that they have a strong aversion to the 
restraints which service imposes upon them.. 
In the seaport towns of Rangoon and Maul- 
main, the house-servants, the cartmen, and the 
porters are principally from the Madras coast ; 
and of these the Teloogoos form a large pro- 
portion, 

Besides, to the Burmese, the Taleings, and 
the Aracanese, the discipline, the drill, and the 
routine enforced in a military camp, are ex- 
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ceedingly distasteful. Hence it has never been 
possible to make good soldiers of them. The 
British have always depended upon India, — 
principally upon sepoy regiments, recruited 
from among the Teloogoo and Tamil popula- 
tion of the Madras Presidency, — to co-operate 
with them in doing garrison duty in their Bur- 
man possessions. It is said, that at one time, 
during the Indian mutiny of 1857, the Euro- 
pean troops were withdrawn, and Burmah was 
intrusted, almost entirely, to Madras native 
infantry regiments, which, with scarcely an ex- 
ception, remained loyal during that terrible 
campaign. 

But not only is Burmah indebted to Telin- 
gana; but there is one aspect of the case in 
which Telingana may be said to be indebted 
to Burmah ; or, at least, to those parts of Bur- 
mah which have shared most largely the ben- 
efits derived from Christian missions. About 
fifteen years ago, Rev. A. T. Rose baptized, in 
Rangoon, a Teloogoo by the name of Anthra- 
vady, who had been converted in his own 
country, and, as mess butler, served the officers 
in command of one of the native regiments, 
which spent two or three years in Burmah. 
This man was the means of converting quite a 
number of others of his own people. Some of 
these have remained in Rangoon to the pres- 
ent time, and are now counted in the member- 
ship of the Rangoon English Baptist Church. 
Such as belonged to the regiment, after their 
return to their own country, kept up their 
prayer-meetings, forming a kind of regimental 
church, to which have been added, from time 
to time, of such as we hope shall be 
saved. 

The readers of “ The Missionary Magazine” 
have seen how Swainum Etheragulu, a Te- 
loogoo sepoy baptized by Mr. Haswell in 
Maulmain in 1861, returned to labor, after his 
discharge from the army, as a_ colportor 
among his countrymen. He has held fast his 
integrity during all these years, and is now on 
hand to assist Rev. W. W. Campbell in doing 
pioneer work, in the newly occupied station of 
Secunderabad. 

Rev. Edwin Bullard, stationed at Alloor, 
was born in Maulmain, and spent the greater 
part of his childhood in British Burmah. He 
carries with him to the Teloogoo country the 
benefit received from what he himself has seen 
of that which the Lord has been pleased to 
accomplish through the instrumentality of the 
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missionaries sent from America to the Bur- 
mans and Karens. 

Finally, it appears that some of the Nova 
Scotia brethren, who have been fora brief time 
in Burmah, are to go to carry the gospel to the 
Teloogoos of Coconada. Would that, having 
abandoned as impracticable the mission to the 
Karens in Siam, they might have carried out 
the project formed at the beginning of the year, 
to go up the Irrawaddy, for the purpose of lo- 
cating themselves in Burmah proper! For, 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
king’s dominions, there is not resident one 
American missionary. 

But what is loss to the cause among the 
Burmese, will be gain to the mission to the 
Teloogoos. Let the work among the Teloo- 
goos be vigorously prosecuted, and Burmah 
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cannot fail to feel, in time, the reflex influences 
coming from across the sea. May it go on 
prospering under the divine blessing, until the 
Teloogoo Theologicai Seminary shall be able , 
to send forth men well instructed in the Scrip. 
tures, to make known the glad tidings of salva- 
tion to the hundreds and thousands of Teloo- 
goos in Rangoon, Maulmain, Bassein, Thayet- 
Myo, and Toungoo! God speed the day when 
the Teloogoo emigrant seeking his fortune in 
Burmah, whether in the capacity of soldier, 
writer, draughtsman, money-lender, or con- 
tractor, shall come as a Christian to greet his 
brethren, whether of his own race, or Taleing, 
Burman, Shan, or Karen, as having, in com- 
mon with them, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism ! 


DEBT, AND NOT 


[The annual sermon before the American Board, at its late 
meeting in Chicago, was preached by President Andrews, of 
Marietta College, from the text, ‘I am debtor,” &c. (Rom. 
i, 14). The sermon is an admirable presentation of the whole 
subject of the indebtedness of the church to the world. From 
the conclusion of this discussion we make the following 
extract, using the excellent report furnished by the Chitago 
“ Advance,” — “ Foreign Missions Extra.” — Ep. Maa.] 


WHAT, now, are the advantages of regarding 
our participation in the causes of Christian 
benevolence as a debt, rather than a gift? 

(a) The feeling of resPonsibility will be in- 
creased. Every right-minded man regards his 
debts as binding. They are kept in mind, and 
provision is made for their payment. If, through 
misfortune, he cannot pay when his debt ma- 
tures, he will attend to it at the earliest possible 
day. With giving, the case is often very differ- 
ent. If not convenient to give at the time, it is 
easy to dismiss the subject from the mind. If 
it is a church collection, how few of those who 
happen to be absent go subsequently, and make 
the contribution! There may be no purpose 
to neglect a duty, but the matter is forgotten. 
Had the person been present, he would have 
given: being absent, that contribution is lost. 
The idea of indebtedness would make contri- 
butions more systematic and uniform, as they 
would be brought into the circle of business 
transactions. Our great societies need to have 
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asurer revenue. At present, their knowledge 
of the amount they will receive in a year is based 
too much upon the doctrine of chances. There 
are, indeed, some church-members — in the ag- 
gregate, many — who make their gifts a matter 
of principle. Having a proximate knowledge 
of their income, they decide what part shall be 
devoted to benevolence in the regular channels, 
with perhaps a reserve for extraordinary calls. 
The portions thus set apart are put on the foot- 
ing of other claims on the purse ; they will not 
be contingent on presence at church on certain 
days ; there is a moral certainty that they will 
reach the treasuries for which they are des- 
tined; they are regarded as virtual debts. 
What is needed is that their example should 
be followed by all Christian men and women ; 
a practical recognition is needed of their per- 
sonal indebtedness in the matter of benevolent 
Christian work. 

(4) The idea of indebtedness would cause 
contributions to be made more intelligently. 
We do not pay bills presented to us without 
ascertaining them to be correct. We do not 
settle accounts that have been settled before. 
We do not take up a note without satisfying 
ourselves that the person claiming payment is 
the real owner of the paper. But gifts are not 
usually made with this careful examination. 
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Not unfrequently they are carelessly and 
thoughtlessly made, especially when the object 
jis new. Sometimes one gives to get rid of the 
applicant; or, it may be, because he thinks that 
giving in itself is meritorious, without regard 
to the object. But there is no merit in mere 
giving; and to give to an unworthy object may 
be as wrong as to refuse to give to one that is 
worthy. It would be a bad perversion of Scrip- 
ture for one to set fire to his house, or throw 
himself into the sea, thinking to apply to him- 
self the words of Christ, “ Whosoever shall 
Jose his life for my sake, the same shall save 
it.” 

And this will apply not only to gifts made 
during the life of the giver, but to property left 
at death to heirs, or bequeathed to objects of 
benevolence. Our debts often run into the 
distant future. If a man needs for his business 
more capital than he can control, he will not 
depend upon banks, which make only short 
Joans, but will borrow of one who wishes to 
invest for a series of years. But the debtor 
must provide for the interest, and for the prin- 
cipal when it shall become due. Should not 
every Christian owner of property regard him- 
self as virtually a debtor of this kind, as hav- 
ing effected loans which are to be repaid partly 
during his life, and partly at death? The 
former he can attend toin person ; but the oth- 
ers should be carefully and wisely provided for, 
and not left tochance. There are cases, doubt- 
less, in which the distribution of the estate of a 
Christian man or woman may be left to the law 
applicable to intestates ; but the cases are not 
numerous. Most persons should themselves 
make provision for their distribution. This is 
not the least of the great responsibilities resting 
upon the owners of property ; and none but 
weightiest reasons should be allowed to prevent 
its full performance. How often, for lack of 
this, has inadequate support been left to the one 
for whom provision should first of all have been 
made, and property gone to remote heirs, de- 
void alike of claim and expectation ! And, even 
when there are direct heirs, it is often well for 
them, as for the cause of human progress, that 
some part of the estate should go for benevo- 
lent purposes. 

In this connection, it may be remarked that 
occasionally the subject of benevolent bequests 
is referred to in the pulpit, and in the religious 
journals, in a manner which is at least ill 
advised, and which probably deters many 
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sensitive persons from making such bequests. 
The language alluded to implies, that those 
bequeathing property selfishly keep what they 
have as long as they can; that they hold on to 
it with a grasp which nothing but death can 
relax. In general, nothing can be more un- 
founded. Most legacies come from those who 
had already learned the luxury of doing good 
with money. Some need their little capital for 
their support: it is better that their annual 
gifts from income should be moderate, leaving 
their capital undiminished, to be ultimately ap- 
propriated to some purpose. Most of those 
who give liberally during life have the ability 
and the desire to make still further appropria- 
tions at their death. It is not wise to place 
obstacles in their way. Some objects, from 
their peculiar nature, cannot well be brought 
within the sphere of regular contributions, and 
therefore are more dependent upon gifts by 
bequest. A venerable man, whose benefac- 
tions in his life have been so large, in propor- 
tion to his ability, as to place him in the very 
first rank of American donors, once said that 
institutions of learning must depend largely 
on legacies for their endowment. 

(c) The idea of indebtedness would make 
contributions less cependent on factitious cir- 
cumstances; as, the absence of debt, or the 
fact of a surplus. Giving is often made to de- 
pend on a real or supposed surplus ; but debts 
must be cancelled, whether there is a surplus, or 
not. If a man finds himself no richer at the 
end of the year than at the beginning, he may 
easily persuade himself that it is not his duty 
to give ; but this is no reason for disregarding 
indebtedness. Sometimes one says he cannot 
give, because he is in debt. This may be a 
reason for not giving very largely ; but it is 
rarely sufficient for doing nothing. So long as 
one has the necessaries, and more or less of 
the comforts, of life, his obligations to others 
should be acknowledged. But, in many cases, 
the debt which is pleaded in apology is simply 
for profit, and implies no diminution of re- 
sources. The farmer has added to his farm; 
the merchant or mechanic has enlarged his 
place of business ; the capitalist has borrowed 
money ‘to invest in a new enterprise that 
promises a large return. Has the net prop- 
erty been diminished ? Was not the debt in- 
curred for the very purpose of making more 
money? Will the new debt invalidate any 
prior debt? 
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(2) Contributions, viewed in the light of 
indebtedness, will be brought more upon the 
footing of expenses. Gifts, in charity, are usu- 
ally postponed till expenses have been provided 
for. But expenses cannot take precedence 
of debts. A man does not refuse to pay his 
ordinary debts on the ground that it costs him 
so much to live. The more he expends, the 
more able we may suppose him to be to meet 
his liabilities. And the more a man, or a 
family, can afford in their expenditures, the 
more we say they can afford for doing good. 
If there is any reality in the Christian religion, 
it involves obligation on the part of him who 
professes it. And this obligation is in propor- 
tion to our ability. The more we can do for 
ourselves, the more we can do for others. If 
a man expends for himself and his family five 
times the amount he thought necessary a few 
years ago, should not his outlay for Christ in- 
crease in at least as largea ratio? Suppose 
a man has been giving a hundred dollars a 
year to the support of his pastor, but this year 
he has expended that sum in travelling, and 
therefore can give nothing. 

As our personal and family expenses should 
furnish no excuse for not supporting the gospel 
at home, neither should what we do for home 
objects prevent our doing for objects abroad. 
What the ratio between these two should be, 
in self-supporting churches, it may be difficult 
to say; but in many churches, perhaps in the 
majority, the latter should at least equal the 
former. The wealthier churches could, of 
course, do much more; for there is a limit to 
legitimate home expenditures, while there is 
practically no limit to the spiritual wants of 
the world. As in a family, so in a church, 
there may be luxuries, as well as comforts and 
necessaries ; and we cannot be too careful in 
regard to them. Whatever may be true as 
to costly, luxurious church edifices, and the 
debts they may cause, it is clear that they 
ought not to diminish, to the extent of a single 
dollar, the sums that would otherwise go to 
the cause of outside benevolence. 

(ec) There is no misconception which stands 
more in the way of benevolent work than this: 
that giving ought to be done by the rich, and 
the poor should be exempt. Not that this is 
often stated in terms ; but multitudes are influ- 
enced by it, perhaps unconsciously. Hence 
the feebler churches often give nothing except 
for home purposes ; and multitudes of mem- 
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bers in all our churches leave the support of 
benevolent objects to those whom they think 
more able. Many a minister will make no 
effort to secure a collection from his people, 
because of their scanty means. He has an in. 
definite impression that it would be hardly 
right. Yet he himself will give beyond his 
means for a local object; and the feebler 
churches often show astonishing energy in the 
erection of their church edifices. The moment 
we look at contributions as a species of indebt- 
edness, this misconception vanishes. Does 
the man of small means expect his debts to be 
paid by his richer neighbor? Or does any 
one expect that his creditor will release him 
because he is not so rich as some one else? 
Because a man cannot do as much for his 
children as some other parents, shall he there- 
fore do nothing? Because my neighbor has 
more property on the assessor’s list than | 
have, and so has a larger tax to pay, shall I 
petition the board of equalization to make him 
pay my tax also? A small debt is as real a 
debt as a large one. An obligation does not 
cease to be one, because there are others of 
greater magnitude. If God has blessed one 
church with more wealth than another, its ob- 
ligations are, indeed, greater in proportion ; but 
it is not bound to do its own work and that of 
the other also. If it comes not up to the meas- 
ure of its own duty, let it look to it; but any 
increase on its part will not diminish the obli- 
gation on the sister church, If my fellow 
church-member can give five times what I can 
for the missionary work, is that a reason why I 
should give nothing, and he should add twenty 
per cent to his gift? 

I repeat that this impression, that contribu- 
tions for the causes of Christian benevolence 
should be made exclusively or specially by the 
richer members or the richer churches, seems 
to me to be a most formidable obstacle to 
effort. I do not believe there is a Congrega- 
tional church in the land that ought not to 
make an annual contribution to this Board for 
the support of missions. I do not believe 
there is one church-member in a hundred who 
cannot do something for each of the great 
causes. What examples have been set us by 
the churches composed of heathen converts ! 
With these examples before us, who, in this 
land of abundance, will say that he .can do 
nothing, — absolutely nothing, for Christ ? 

(7) The idea of indebtedness would make 
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ownership less prominent. As already said, 
in paying a debt we part with that which was 
only nominally ours. Our relation to it was 
that of trustee. But in making a gift we part 
with what belonged to us. We look upon 
ourselves as having the right to dispose of it. 
However it may be in ordinary business, it is 
not well in matters of benevolence to make 
our ownership prominent. The more dis- 
tinctly we keep before the mind our relation to 
our property as owners, the more difficult will 
it be to relinquish that property. On the other 
hand, the more our ownership is kept in the 
background, — that is, the more our obligations 
to others wear the appearance of a debt, — the 
more ready and cheerful will be our response 
to worthy calls. 

Suppose the trial were made to provide for 
the expenses of the government by voluntary 
offerings, instead of taxation as now. Would 
there not be a struggle in the breast, even 
should there be no absolute withholding? Yet 
it is clear that the due proportions would be 
unchanged. Is not the relation of the Chris- 


tian to the kingdom of Christ analogous to that 
of the citizen to the state under which he lives ? 
The state expends money for the good of the 


people, and each citizen must furnish his pro- 
portion. The kingdom of Christ is to be carried 
forward through human instrumentality, and all 
are expected to participate in the work. But 
as this kingdom is spiritual, and the spiritual 
growth of all its subjects is an end always in 
view, the element of coercion, essential in civil 
government, has no place; but every one is left 
to recognize and apportion for himself the debt 
due from him to the Sovereign. It is, however, 
no less a debt than if the failure to discharge it 
were followed by consequences as summary as 
in human governments. | 

It is often said, that no giving comes up to 
the proper standard that is not made at a sacri- 
fice ; that we must give till we feel it. But this 
implies the consciousness of ownership; the 
sacrifice consists in parting with what was ours. 
There is no feeling of sacrifice in paying a debt. 
We rejoice when that is done; rejoice because 
our obligation has been discharged, and be- 
cause the creditor is put in possession of what 
belonged to him. To test benevolent contri- 
butions by the feeling, or sacrifice with which 
they are made, is unjust to the majority who 
contribute, since they take pleasure in what 
they do, instead of regarding it as a sacrifice. 
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Does not our talk of sacrifice as the genuine 
test of benevolence look to a religion of works ? 
Does it not savor of asceticism, of hair-cloth 
and stone floors? Those who give from their 
poverty, confining themselves, perhaps, to the 
barest necessaries of life in order to do it, give 
as cheerfully and joyfully as others from their 
abundance. There are those, doubtless, who 
feel their contributions, feel them too much ; 
so much, indeed, that they are generally de- 
terred from making them. Their conscious- 
ness that their property is their own is so 
vivid that it is with the utmost reluctance they 
can be induced to part with it. 

Others are kept from doing good by the 
same consciousness of ownership, though in 
a different way. It is no sacrifice to them to 
part with a portion of what they have; they 
care not to hoard for the sake of hoarding ; 
but, looking upon their property as their own, 
they consult only themselves in disposing of it. 
While expending freely for themselves and 
their families, their property no more finds its 
way into the coffers of the Lord than that 
which others hoard. This class is relatively 
large. Much is said about the haste of our 
people to be rich. It is thought to be a 
national trait. And, in the judgment of some, 
it is acrying sin. But our condemnation must 
not be toosweeping. If the methods are en- 
tirely honest and legitimate, the rapidity of ac- 
cumulation is not to be censured. It is not so 
much the getting that is to be condemned, as 
the keeping, or the spending unwisely. Our 
people are not penurious. If anxious to get, 
they are not anxious to keep. They spend 
freely, — too freely. No other people expend 
so large a portion of their earnings. In the 
practice of a wise economy, we are sadly 
deficient as a people. If some in their haste 
to be rich seek to acquire by illegitimate means, 
many more are kept in comparative poverty by 
their ignorance or neglect of legitimate saving. 
American Christians could certainly do more 
than they do for benevolent ends with the 
means they have; but I go further, and say 
that their means should be larger than they 
are. If they come short in benevolence, they 
come short also in their ability to be benevo- 
lent. The true principles of getting and using 
property are too often reversed. In getting 
the nature of property and our ownership 
should be kept distinctly in view ; in using for 
Christ and his cause the property we may have 
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acquired, that ownership should be kept in the 
back-ground. In the proper relations of busi- 
ness, the lines of ownership should be well 
defined, the difference between mine and 
thine be as distinct as possible. But in look- 
ing at the wants of the world, remembering our 
relations to Christ, ownership should grow 
dim. We are not then to be saying, to our- 
selves or to others, This is mine, and shall I 
not do what I wilfwith mine own? Looking 
at our fellow-men in the business relations of 
life, it zs ours; and we should take a wise 
care of it, and increase it in all proper ways. 
Looking at the world as the kingdom of Christ ; 
upon our fellow-men, whether near to us or 
more remote, as those who are to be brought 
into that kingdom, — the property in a measure 
ceases to be ours : we hold it in trust for others ; 
we are debtors, as Paul was. 

I have thus presented the idea of indebted- 
ness as connected with what we do for the 
spiritual good of others ; and have pointed out 
some of the advantages of looking upon our- 
selves as, to this extent, debtors, rather than 
the dispensers of charity. Among these 
advantages have been mentioned, an increase 
ot the feeling of responsibility ; making con- 
tributions more intelligently; making them 
less dependent on factitious circumstances, as 
a pecuniary surplus, or the absence of debt ; 
placing contributions on the footing of ex- 
penses; a greater readiness to do what 
belongs to us, instead of devolving the whole 
work on others who are more able ; and mak- 
ing our ownership less prominent. 

I fear that this view may be thought by 
some to take our co-operation in Christian 
work for a lost world out of the warm, bright 
atmosphere of love, and transfer it to the cold 
region of duty. God forbid that I should say 
aught to check the fervor of Christian love! 
Love of Christ must ever be the animating 
principle in all his true followers. But duty 
and love are not mutually repellant ; the pres- 
ence of one does not betoken the absence of 
the other. It is duty itself that feeds the 
flame of love. Without duty love fluctuates, 
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becomes a mere sentiment, grows cold, dies, 
Wherever we find love warm and steady, we 
may be sure that duty is awake and watchful, 
The idea of indebtedness does indeed grow 
directly out of that of duty ; and therefore it is, 
that, as this idea becomes prevalent, the inter- 
est in this great work of missions will increase 
in strength and steadiness. The most con- 
stant and generous contributors are those who 
regard themselves as debtors. But love is not 
therefore absent from their hearts. It exists 
there, but not as a mere sentiment, an evan- 
escent flame: it is an active, glowing, life- 
giving principle. 

The true mother is not the one who lavishes 
upon her children all words of endearment, 
but makes no provision for their wants either 
of body or of spirit, but she whose life is 
imstinct with the acts of love. An expression 
of pity for the poor heathen is something; a 
word of sympathy with the missionary who 
leaves home and friends is pleasant: but, 
going no further, they remind us of those of 
whom the Apostle James speaks, who said to 
those in want, “Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled,” but did nothing. Deeds 
axe the test of love. “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” Where the conversion of 
the world is concerned, genuine pity and sym- 
pathy will never be satisfied with a kind word 
or a falling tear. 

Faith without works —a profession of our 
faith in Christ, a declaration of our love to 
him, with no correspondent life—is dead. 
We are not justified by works ; but, being jus- 
tified, our love must go forth into act. Piety 
has not its roofs in works ; but works spring 
from it, as golden fruit from the tree. What 
richer fruit can be borne than in labors in the 
great cause for which the Master laid down 
his own life? And how abundant will be that 
fruit when every Christian man and woman 
can appropriate the words of Paul, and say 
with all sincerity, “Z am debtor both to the 
Greeks and the Barbarians ; both to the wise 
and to the unwise”! 
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THE missionary idea had a controlling influ- 
ence on the discovery and settlement of our 
country. Columbus was actuated in his move- 
ments greatly by the prophecies he was wont 
to study, and by the hopes he cherished of ex- 
tending in the New World the kingdom of 
Christ. This same feeling influenced Isabella 
in her support of the schemes of Columbus. 
The first colonists obtained their charters, and 
organized their first churches, with the idea of 
converting the Indians to the truth. James I., 
in a proclamation which he issued in 1622, de- 
clared that the special motive which led him to 
encourage the plantations in the New World 
was his zeal for the extension of the gospel. 
The royal charter of Charles I. declares, “ To 
win and incite to the knowledge and obedience 
of the only true God and Saviour of mankind, 
and the Christian faith, is the adventurer’s free 
profession, and the principal end of the planta- 
tion.” The seal of the Massachusetts Colony 
was an Indian, with the Macedonian invitation, 
“ Come over and help us.” Efforts were made 
by the early Christian settlers to reach with 
the gospel the heathen around them. “All that 
can be called missionary labor,” wrote Burder, 
“must be ascribed to the Puritans and Non- 
conformists who fled to America.” In 1664 
the General Court of Massachusetts passed 
an act encouraging the propagation of the 
gospel among the Indians, and recommended 
to the elders of the churches to consider the 
means by which this might best be effected. 
The accounts of what were doing in this coun- 
try among the aborigines led to the formation 
in England, in 1649, of “ The Society for the 


_ Propagation of the Gospel in New England,” 


which did much to sustain the earlier efforts 
of Eliot, Mayhew, Bourn, and others. This 
movement among the colonists, and their suc- 
cess, gave rise to the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, aroused 
“the Dutch to make some noble attempts for 
the furtherance of the gospel in the East 
Indies,” and had an influence on Ziegenbalgh 
and Plutscho to go to Southern India in the 
early part of the eighteenth century, and there 
to repeat the labors of Eliot and others. Then 
the toils and achievements of Brainerd, in the 
same field of effort, did much to arouse the 
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British Church, and begin the great missionary 
movement of the age. 

From these facts we learn: (1) That, as a 
Christian people, we should be imbued with a 
missionary spirit. No great nation has such 
a history as ours. We started at the outset 
a Christian people, free from all trammels, not 
only to enjoy the blessings of Christianity, but 
to diffuse them. Much was done, in one form 
or another, to make the red men acquainted 
with Christ and his salvation; but nothing 
beyond this was attempted until the present 
century, when missions to Asia and Africa, 
and the islands of the sea, were inaugurated. 
Gradually did the idea dawn upon the minds 
of God’s people, that they were debtors to 
others besides the Pagan Indians, and that in 
the regions beyond were myri&ds who knew 
not God, nor his method of recovery from sin, 
to whom they owed the gospel. 

Have we, then, as a nation, taken that high 
vantage-ground on this subject that would be 
expected of us? Do we tower above all others 
in our devotion to this cause ? and are our gifts 
in proportion to our privileges, opportunities, 
and ability? We have made great advances 
in population and wealth. It may be safely 
said, that no other nation has increased in the 
same ratio in these respects within the last 
half-century. Our worldly prosperity is seen 
in our style of living; but has the Master seen 
it in the large gifts and in the noble efforts of 
his children? Have heathen nations felt it in 
the form of expansive benevolence and conse- 
crated laborers ? Have foreign missionary re- 
ceipts kept pace with the disbursements for 
home, in the way of church buildings, appli- 
ances, and support, to say nothing of the style 
of living indulged in by professing Chris- 
tians? In looking at these, no one can say 
that the missionary element is yet dominant 
in the Church, or is the grand characteristic 
of the life of our people. The contributions of 
the churches of Great Britain for the evangeli- 
zation of the world are threefold greater than 
our own; and the advances made within the 
last few years in the latter have far exceeded 
the increase in our own country. Is this a 
noble use of the trust committed to us, ora 
proper discharge of the stewardship wrapped 
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up in the goodly heritage made over to us? 
No man can sayit is. How little is done com- 
pared to what could be done! How limited 
the resources available for this purpose ! and 
what an unjustifiable delay among God’s chil- 
dren to bring the heathen to Christ! How 
little in the aggregate from the whole member- 
ship of our Church for foreign missions, and 
how difficult to get even this little ! 

(2) We learn, again, that Christians are 
trustees of the truth for the benefit of the 
world. Our early preparation and assumed 
responsibilities in behalf of this cause meant 
something. The pre-eminence of this country 
among the nations of the earth means some- 
thing in the arrangements of Heaven. Our 
knowledge and vast accession of power have a 
direct bearing on missionary exertion. We 
have that we may bestow. It is true of our 
nation, as of every individual in it, that it liveth 
not to itself. It is made great that its great- 
ness may be felt for Christ and his cause. The 
trust committed to it is a noble one, the grand- 
est ever bestowed upon a people. At the out- 
set duty to others was apprehended. Then 
the heathen lay all around, while the door was 
seemingly closed to those that were in other 
lands. Now they are everywhere accessible. 
This enlarges responsibilities, and brings the 
question home to every renovated heart, “ Am 
I, as part of the nation, doing my duty?” A 
large part of the people have undertaken this 
work. Its beginning shows the obligation, 
and individual effort reveals the trust imposed. 
But a beginning is not enough. We must go 
forward. We have gone too far to recede, but 
not far enough for success. God has blessed 
the beginning; but it is only the earnest of 
what is to: be conferred on grander labor and 
more extensive effort. 

(3) Another truth, connected with these two, 
is the reflex influence of such a state of things 
upon ourselves. It is impossible to be en- 
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gaged in any work of faith and love without 
receiving direct and immediate benefit our- 
selves. It is the quality of mercy to bless the 
giver as well as the receiver. This truth is 
thus set forth in the London “ Home Mission- 
ary Magazine,” vol. ix. p. 346: — 

“ When the great cause of ‘ missions to the 
heathen’ began to excite the attention and 
call forth the energies of the Christian world, 
one of the most common objections to its sup- 
port was founded on the moral necessities of 
our country. The best refutation of that ob- 
jection was soon provided in the beneficial re- 
action of the missionary spirit a¢ home. The 
extension of the sabbath-school system, the 
establishment of various associations for the 
support of village preaching, and the in- 
creased attention that was devoted to all the 
means of promoting the spiritual interests of 
our own land, proved that the force of Chris- 
tian zeal, when once roused by the sublimity 
and grandeur of an object that regards the 
universal dissemination of Christianity, would 
be naturally and necessarily directed to the 
wants of a nearer and more accessible popula- 
tion. In many parts of our country, systematic 
efforts were commenced for uniting the exer- 
tions of Christian churches ; and it is not too 
much to assert, that more has been effected for 
the religious instruction of the poor and ignor- 
ant of our own land, within the last thirty 
years, than during any preceding century of 
its history since Christianity was introduced 
into Britain.” 

In view, then, of these things, why should 
not the wealth of the nation, which God has so 
honored and enriched with spiritual privileges, 
be more abundantly used for missions, and 
just as it is used for commercial enterprises? 
If we wish to make missions a success, we 
must use the means to command it. — 
For. Missionary. 
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Mission to the Assamese. 
LETTER FROM Mr. CLARK. 


S1psaGor, July 15, 1875. - 
BApTisMS.— On the 7th of March last, fourteen 
Koles were baptized, eight men and six women. 


There are anumber more awaiting baptism; but 
they cannot well come to Sibsagor now, as it is 
the height of the tea season. The converts bap- 
tized in March were from gardens where before we 
had no church-members. Several other gardens 
are in that vicinity ; so that another great door has 
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been opened. Some of the converts awaiting 
baptism are in these gardens; others are in the 
vicinity of Jorhat, but beyond that place. 


New Stations. —I have called the attention 
of the committee to the great need there is that a 
missionary be stationed at Jorhat or Galaghat, to 
look after the evangelization of the Koles in the 
tea-gardens about those localities, either one of 
which is better situated for this work than Sibsagor. 
The Assamese population also about these places 
‘js large. But the Koles apparently present a field 
ripe for the harvest ; and hence the urgency. 


THE WAY THE LEAVEN SPREADS. — The Sib- 
sagor district is on the south side of the Brahma- 
pootra River, and extends from a little below 
Galaghat on the west, to near Jaypur on the east, 
a distance of probably over one hundred miles. 
In that district there are five thousand or six thou- 
sand adult Koles, and seven hundred or eight hun- 
dred Kole children. Nearly all who are old enough 
to work are laborers on the tea-gardens. The tea- 
gardens of the district number, perhaps, one hun- 
dred and fifty or more, and are mostly along the 
base or near the base of the Naga Hills. On a num- 
ber of the tea-gardens are no Koles ; and, on many 
of the gardens where they are employed, the planters 
are unfavorable to evangelical Christianity ; and as 
the laborers now and then, one, two, or three at a 
time, run away from one garden to another, a plaus- 
ible and convenient pretext is at hand to prevent 
our native preachers from entering gardens where 
the managers are so minded. But, when Christian 
coolies have worked out their agreements on one 
garden, some not unfrequently go to another gar- 
den for work; so that, in one way and another, 
disciples are multiplied, and more and more gar- 
dens have in them a few Christians as holy and 
effectual leaven to operate on their fellows, and 
bring them to Christ. 

THE FIELD.— Since writing the above, I have 
gotten hold of a map showing the tea-gardens in 
this district; and I notice that they are much the 
most numerous in the neighborhood of Jorhat: 
so that, for Kole evangelization, Jorhat is a better 
location for a missionary than Galaghat. Then, 
too, it is quite possible that the vicinity of Jorhat 
may soon be chosen as the base of supplies, or 
the base of operations, for the missionary or mis- 
sionaries who may labor for the Nagas. Many of 
the villages of the Naga tribe in which evangeliza- 
tion has been begun come down to Jorhat to trade. 
The men of the Deka Haimong villages, where 
the Naga Christians are, never go to Jorhat ; it is 
too far west for them by some thirty miles. But the 
villagers of the Aigher hills, the healthiest locations 
for a missionary to live, go down to Jorhat by 
hundreds. As the tea-gardens are thickest under 
the base of these hills back of Jorhat, so the 
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missionary for Kole evangelization can (probably) 
easily choose for the site of his bungalow a good 
place for a base of supplies for the Naga-Hill 
missionary. Better to kill two birds with one 
stone, when it can be done as well as not. 

ASSAMESE CHURCH. — As to the Assamese por- 
tion of the church here, there is little worthy of 
remark, save that there will probably soon be an 
addition by baptism, and that we have lost by 
death Cyrus, one of our most promising young 
men, 

BETTER Prospects. — The Naga field is again 
wearing a hopeful look. The place where Lieut. 
Holcombe and a large part of his survey party 
were killed is fifty miles or so from the nearest 
villages of that tribe among which we have begun 
evangelical labor; and, had I at the time been 
with the latter tribe, I do not think I would have 
been in special danger. At that time, Humbor, a 
native Assamese preacher, was in a Deka Haimong 
village ; and among the villages of the tribe was a 
survey party. But it was not worth while for me 
to go into the hills as long as there was so much 
excitement among the Nagas about the survey of 
their country, and about the expedition sent to 
avenge Lieut. Holcombe’s death. Since then, 
Sangloy Nagas, living a little east of where Lieut. 
Holcombe’s party was attacked, have been down 
here, and earnestly desired Goodhula to go to their 
villages to teach them Christianity. Villagers from 
other tribes have also desired a religious teacher. 
Some of the Deka Haimong Christians have been 
down here; and their speaker, one of the chief 
men of the village, plead with tears in his eyes 
that a missionary might go to them to live with 
them, and instruct them in Christianity. Others 
standing about indorsed his plea. 

NATIVE LABORERS.—Humbar, one of the best of 
our Assamese Christian young men, is now on the 
hills. Goodhula’s wife has now about recovered 
from her long illness ; and Goodhula made a trip 
to the Naga Hills, being absent about three weeks. 
He reports the Nagas of that village as showing 
much more readiness to hear the gospel than ever 
before. He can speak their language very well. 
The old people seem disposed to die in their old 
religion ; but it is the middle-aged and the young 
who seem inclined to accept Christianity. Good- 
hula thinks there are about ten fit subjects for 
baptism in Deka Haimong village. 


THE Nacas.—Judging from present appear- 
ances, it does not seem probable that the English 
Government will ever annex the Naga Hills ; and 
how long they will hold a station at Sarnagoodting 
is uncertain, The recent surveys have demon- 
strated what was generally believed before, namely, 
that there is nothing in these hills that Europeans. 
want except a little coal along the base. Tea, the 
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best paying of European cultivated crops, cannot 
be grown to any profit on those hillsides; for, 
before the trees would be large enough to yield a 
profit, the soil would be washed away. For a like 
reason the Nagas, except one tribe that terraces, 
can till the same place but a year or two, and then 
take up new fields, and let the old go to jungle and 
trees. The Nagas are so,poor, and have to toil so 
excessively for their daily bread, that they could 
bear only the slightest taxation; and hence the 
English can only hold the hills at a heavy annual 
loss. Such is really their experience on the Chit- 
tagong Hills. With Indian finances strained to 
the utmost to meet annual expenses, I do not think 
they will be in haste to put another heavy burden 
on their finances by annexing the Naga Hills. 
Hence it is of no use to delay mission operations 
on these hills waiting for English occupation. 


Wlission to the Rarens. 


Dr. Cross writes from Toungoo under date of 
Aug. 6:— 


Our school is large, say 120; and we are hard 
at work. I am awfully troubled every day with 
companies of Karens applying for help, on account 
of the famine ; but this gives me some opportunity 
to impart instruction, which I should not otherwise 
have. A number of colonies have been settled on 
the plains ; and we hope the benefit will be great. 


Blission to the French. 
. LETTER FROM Mr, CRETIN. 


Lyons, July 18, 1875. 

In April, I stationed Brother Ramseyer at St. 
Etienne. The brethren are pleased with him ; 
he is capable, and is doing good. A suitable 
place of worship, and a good colportor, are 
needed for the progress of the work. 

The discussions on baptism in the Independent 
chapel were finished at the end of May. I was 
able to propound the truth before a great number 
of pedobaptists. I was skilfully opposed by two 
pedobaptist pastors, one of whom is about to pub- 
lish a tract to justify pedobaptism, or, rather, pedo- 
rantism, The result is that people prejudiced 
against us yield to their pastors ; but I have gained 
something by showing that I am capable of defend- 
ing the doctrine which we profess. Those who 
are inclined to Baptist sentiments yield to us. 

After this discussion, I had to recast my tract on 
baptism. The first proof has reached me. I hope 
it will be finished by the last of July. In Bel- 
gium, a tract by M. Goinsot, pastor at Charleroi, 
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has produced a great effect ; and they loudly demand 
my work to justify baptism. A Darleyist has pub. 
lished a little tract to refute M. Goinsot ; he vin- 
dicates only believers’ baptism, and Darleyism. 
They are expecting my tract, which is delayed, 
At Neuchatel (Switzerland), a Christian is also 
preparing a tract in vindication of believers’ bap- 
tism. In Switzerland, pedobaptism is losing 
ground, but indifference toward baptism is taking 
its place. I hope my tract may excite some zeal, 
and put the subject of baptism in its place again. 

On the 6th of June, we received into the church 
two Baptist members, and two women as candi- 
dates for baptism. One is an old Baptist from St. 
Etienne, who has lived for twenty years among 
Catholics and Protestants of L’Isére. He would 
not partake of the communion anywhere, and was 
happy to unite with us. The other was baptized 
twelve years ago by an Independent pastor. Our 
brother Besson brought him to the truth, and he 
has united with us. He was a colportor for ten 
years, and is intelligent and capable. We shall 
make him a colportor again, if the Lord will, 

On the 26th of June, we had our two baptisms, 
Many were present. M. Besson gave a good ser- 
mon, which deeply impressed the hearers. We 
hope that a few are preparing for baptism. The 
Reformed and Independent pastors are displeased 
because these persons have left them to come to 
us. They fear that the more pious ones among 
them will follow. 

The brethren at St. Didier are firm, though the 
Free Baptists try to persuade them to receive un- 
baptized persons to the communion. Two persons 
are preparing for baptism. I intend to baptize them 
soon, if the Lord will. Our struggle is always hard, 
and we need the Lord’s help. 

Brother Besson has done much good. He isa 
revival man, and wants to move souls, and lead 
them to consecration to God, without swerving 
from principle. He has been blessed, and I be- 
lieve he will be. He has already been sentenced 
six times to pay fines for distributing tracts, &c. 
The last he paid was nearly two hundred francs. 


Mission to Germany. 


BROTHER HARNISH writes us from Miilhau- 
sen :— 

I went to Basle, and took part in the alliance 
meetings that were held in consequence of the 
Oxford meetings. The exercises were as follows: 
From half-past seven to nine o’clock, prayer meet- 
ing ; from nine to eleven, Bible-class ; at half-past 
four, a brethren’s conference; from eight to half- 
past nine, a large public meeting, when about three 
thousand persons were present. On the next day 
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the meetings were held in the same way as the 
previous day. The principal leaders were Mr. 
Pearsall Smith, Rev. Mr. Rickenbach, and Inspect- 
or Rappard. In the evening I travelled to Miil- 
hausen to hold the service. The next day I re- 
turned to Basle to take again part in the meetings. 
I made many an acquaintance, and took some of 
my new friends with me to Basle, where the sab- 
bath was spent in blessed communication with the 
Church and the Lord. On the 17th I travelled 
with my dear wife to Gundelfingen, where, on the 
next Sunday, I preached twice, dispensed the sac- 
rament, paid some visits, and conducted the sing- 
ing class. On the 19th we drove to Strassburg, 
where a brother and a sister were received and 
baptized; these are our first baptisms near Strass- 
burg. 

ss with my brother to Ziirich, where the mis- 
sionary anniversary took place. Many members 
from the neighboring stations had come, and alsoa 
number of our missionaries, among them Brother 
Baschlin from China. 


A letter has been received, in which Brother O ° 


from Markirch announced the conversion of six 
persons that wish to be baptized. On June 1, I 
went to Markirch. In the evening we heard seven 
dear friends make a good profession of their faith, 
whereupon they were received to the great delight 
of our four members in this place; and at eleven 
o'clock, under the beautiful starry sky, I could 
baptize them without any disturbance. All fe- 
turned to the house of Brother O., and it was past 
midnight when the dear ones returned to their 
homes, We have now eleven members in this 
place. May the Lord keep them in his grace! 


Brother Beyebach, one of our evangelists, writes 
to us from Hersfeld of an interesting baptismal 
scene :— 

A large assembly had gathered around the water 
where three persons were ready to be baptized. 
Among them was a man who, for more than ten 
years, has known the truth, but always was ashamed 
of confessing Christ : however, since several mem- 
bers of his family made a public confession of their 
faith, he could no longer resist, but bravely entered 
into the ranks of the soldiers of Christ. Also a 
widow who had gone through many troubles, and 
who had already for some time served the church in 
teaching the children in our infant school, was 
among the candidates for baptism. The day be- 
came a very blessed one. Several persons were 
deeply affected ; and two young persons are waiting 
now to beebaptized. Others are earnestly seeking 
remission of sins. 

In my wanderings I also passed the place in the 
forest where Luther, coming from Worms, and be- 
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ing nearly captured by his enemies, was suddenly 
seized by his friends in disguise, and taken to the 
Wartburg, where, in peace and tranquillity, he 
could do his great work of Bible translation. I 
also drank from the fresh water of the brook where 
he is said to have refreshed himself, and rested 
under the beech where many have tried to cut 
some wood off in remembrance of Luther. On the 
monument which is erected in this place, I found 
many beautiful passages of Scripture, among them 
the following, Ps. cx. 7: “ He shall drink of the 
brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the 
head.” 

During the quarter I circulated two hundred and 
fifty Bibles and Testaments, three thousand tracts, 
held thirty-six meetings, seventeen prayer-meet- 
ings, five Bible-meetings, paid a hundred pastoral 
visits, administered three baptisms, dispensed the 
sacrament seven times, and presided at two tea- 
meetings. 


The “ Missionsblatt ” for July contains cheering® 
news from several churches in Germany. 

The festival of Pentecost was specially blessed 
by the conversion of souls. The church-members 
of Grundschéttel and Barmen united in this festi- 
val, and were greatly cheered by the story of the 
wonderful work of God in England, and by the 
singing of Mr. Sankey’s hymns. Nineteen had 
been baptized, and fifteen more had applied for 
baptism. Mr. Haupt says, “ The visit of the be- 
loved Pearsall Smith has been exceedingly useful 
tome. I thank God for it,” 

Mr. Zeschke writes from Landsberg that twenty- 
eight persons had been converted, of whom five 
were already baptized. Mr. Strehle of Breslau 
had baptized nine converts, ‘ 

Mr. Kemnitz of Templin reports forty-two bap- 
tized at that place and at Torgelow since the year 
began. On the second day of the Pentecost festi- 
val, thirteen persons were converted at Templin, 
and nineteen at Torgelow. 


Mission to Shorden. 
LETTER FROM MR. DRAKE. 


STOCKHOLM, Sept. 24, 1875. 

EXTRACTS FROM REpoRTS. — Rev. A. Fernholm 
of Jénképing, writes : — 

On the Ist of August I attended a missionary 
concert at Locknevi. It was a precious season. 
The Lord was in the midst of his people. Baptists 
who live scattered in this province of Smoland 
found their way thither from far and wide. There 
were old men and women who had walked dis- 
tances of thirty-seven miles to the place of meet- 
ing. Three ministers had the privilege of pro- 
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_ Claiming alternately the old but ever new testi- 
mony that the Lord has commanded to preach to 
all the world. To me, the most remarkable trait 
of the meeting was the large attendance of pious 
Lutherans, who seemed desirous of approaching 
the Baptists in confidence, For there is an influ- 
ential Lutheran missionary society in this region ; 
and never before, the friends told me, had these 
Lutherans shown themselves so ready to let their 
prejudices against the Baptists fall. But they were 
rewarded ; for we were all filled with the riches of 
the house of God, so that we were enabled to 
rejoice, and praise God, and to feel that “the mul- 
titude of them that believed were of one heart and 
of one soul.” 

After my return from this place, I made a jour- 
ney to the province of Wermland. On the way, I 
stopped at the town of Skéfde, and preached to 
an interested congregation. At the town of Chris- 
tinehamn, I had the privilege of baptizing three be- 
lievers. They told me there were four more candi- 

.dates, but they were not in town on this occasion, 

At the administration of the ordinance, which was 
the first one in this town, many Lutheran friends 
were present, who seemed to be deeply impressed. 
During my stay I put up with a Lutheran brother 
in Christ, and was invited to preach twice in their 
spacious private Lutheran meeting-house, the day 
before and the day after administering the ordi- 
nance. I hada full house. The believers of the 
Lutheran persuasion have for a long time been 
loath to the State Church, and wish to separate 
from her communion; bnt they do not know 
where to turn to. Now many search the Scrip- 
tures daily, whether those things be so as the 
Baptists believe. 

From Christinehamn, I went to minister to two 
little flocks of Baptists in the province of Wester- 
gotland—6ne at Hwalstad, the other one at Dra- 
red. At the last-named place there was a general 
awakening at the beginning of the year. ‘Three 
of the converts were baptized now. One more, a 
young woman of twenty-two, also desired to follow 
Christ in baptism, but was coercively prevented by 
her parents and relatives, who watched her day 
and night, as long as I remained in the town, Under 
the opposition, she maintained her profession with 
great steadfastness. 

The revival seemed to begin again during my 
stay, sinners being awakened to a sense of their 
lost condition, and burdened souls finding peace 
in believing. 

Having ministered also to the neighboring Bap- 
tist church at Blidsberg, I returned to Jénképing, 
where I had the privilege to open our new place 
of worship on the 15th. Among the visitors on 
the occasion, there was a man from the town of 
Skéfde, whom I was privileged to baptize in the 
morning ; and two persons from the same place, 
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brought under concern under my ministry at my 
last visit there, who now found peace in believing, 
Our veteran brother, Rev. -John Palmquist, 
preached the opening sermon, and remained the 
whole of the following week, preaching every 
night and the following Lord’s Day with great 
tokens of blessing. But I forbear to say more at 
present. 

During the latter part of August, I spent much 
of my time on the island of Wisingsé in Lake 
Wettern, where I preached to eager listeners 
several evenings in the week. Several persons 
seem to be under deep concern. 

Truly, the harvest in this part of the country js 
great, but the laborers are few. Eager calls reach 
me not only from many different parts of the prov. 
inces of Smoland and Westergotland, but also from 
Wermland. A special call has just reached me from 
a parish in the last-named province, to preach, and 
baptize a considerable number of believers who have 
been members of a Lutheran home mission society, 
but now see it to be their duty to join the Baptists, 
They have been led to this step simply by studying 
the word of God by themselves. Oh that the Lord 
would raise up’many believing, faithful, and experi- 
enced laborers ! 

During the month of August, I travelled five hun- 
dred and fifty miles, preached twenty-five sermons, 
and baptized seven. Besides, I have had more fre- 
quent opportunities than ever before to converse 
with anxious inquirers. From Him who giveth the 
increase, I expect the fruit of my labors. I feel sure 
that his word has been proclaimed “ not in vain,” 

Of the opening of the Baptist Chapel at Jénké- 
ping, I may add something. Some of our Baptist 
friends in Finland, being on a journey to Sweden, 
had arranged to be present on the occasion. They 
spoke of it as of a feast of fat things to their souls. 
Brother John Palmquist was also very much en- 
couraged by what he saw there. The audience- 
room, upstairs, seats about three hundred and fifty 
persons ; and not only that was full, but every inch 
of standing-place was occupied, even down the 
stairs, and nearly so even on week-day evenings. 


Brother N. J. Anderson, of Westervik, writes that 
five persons have been added to the church, at this 
place, by baptism. The Sunday school is attended 
by about fifty scholars, some of whom have been 
converted, and give good evidence of a desire to 
please God. At a factory called Werkeback, a 
short distance from the town, he preaches often, 
and a hopeful work of grace is going on. He has 
organized a Sunday school ; the clergyman and his 
parish council have resolved to put it down; the 
owners of the factory have been prevailed upon to 
forbid the school to be held on their premises ; but 
the teachers are resolved to go on, ifno house should 
be opened to them, in the open air as long as the 
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weather will permit. “The Lord is with us in this 
place,” Brother Anderson writes, “ and in his name 
we shall conguer. Now and then we hear of some 
person brought under concern, or made to rejoice in 
Christ.” A sister has opened a day-school in this 
place, and continues it in spite of great oppositions 
from the priest. She has had the joy of seeing her 
mother converted, and two sisters ofhers awakened 
out of their sleep of sin. 

At three different parishes along the coast of the 
Baltic, Brother Anderson has had encouraging signs 
of the Lord’s blessing upon his preaching during the 
last few weeks. At Ed, he was favored with the use 
of the public schoolhouse to preach in, although the 
priest and the school board persistently shut it 
against Lutheran colportors. 


While writing this, a young brother from Norr- 
képing called, bringing the joyful news that God 
during the summer has poured gut his Spirit upon 
the congregation to the conversion of many souls. 
Twenty-eight persons have been baptized during 
the last few weeks. 


Brother J. G. Johanson, who labors as a preacher 
and Sunday-school missionary in Dalecarlia, and is 
entirely supported from his district, writes in a pri- 
vate letter: — 

“The Lord is very gracious to me. I am privi- 
leged also to lay down almost all my strength in dif- 
ferent spheres of work for his kingdom. Sunday- 
school work seems to be specially owned by the 
Lord; many of the children have been converted 
in this province of Dalecarlia, and some of these 
have been baptized. By thus turning his hand to 
the little ones, the Lord has ordained strength be- 
cause of his enemies.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK. 

Last week our Stockholm Sunday School Union 
celebrated its first anniversary. It was a good 
meeting ; the attendance of from 200 to 300 per- 
sons on a week-day we think quite encouraging for 
the first year, considering the busy season in the 
country. Reports were read from 21 Sunday 
schools ; but 63 schools with 375 teachers have 
been visited by our Sunday-school missionary, 
Brother L. J. Bergstrém, a former student of our 
Bethel Seminary. Of these Sunday schools, 24 have 
been organized by him ; and 230 new teachers have 
been put to work. His labors have extended to 
the provinces of Upland, Sdédermanland, Wester- 
gitland, Wermland, and to the island of Gotland. 
Most of the other provinces are worked directly 
by the Sunday School Union, organized by Rev. 
T. Truve at Orebro, or by auxiliaries to that 
society. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, 


The seventh general conference of Baptist 
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churches in Sweden was held in Stockholm, June 
26-29. It was more largely attended than any 
previous conference by members from all parts of 
the country. 89 churches had sent 123 delegates ; 
but many more were represented informally by 
leading men from their midst. The central point 
of the meetings was the communion-service on 
Sunday, when we could not, in spite of all efforts, 
provide sitting-room on the floor to the 600 com- 
municants. Some had to stand, sit on the stair- 
cases, &c. Our beloved buother Rev. A. Wiberg, 
who had come to attend the conference, and admin- 
istered the ordinance, was so impressed with the 
sight that he chose the text about the great multi- 
tude of all nations. In the evening, Rev. A. Fern- 
holm preached a very impressive sermon, 

The reports of the associations were very en- 
couraging. The most prominent feature was the 
newly awakened zeal for Sunday schools, to a very 
great extent due to the labors of Rev. A. Truve of 
Gothenburg. Even the Jemtland Association in 
the far North could report no church without a 
Sunday school. And working for Christ had evi- 
dently brought down a blessing upon the churches. 
There were fewer difficulties reported than at any 
previous period; and most of the associations had 
to tell of precious gales of grace. 

We had visitors from Finland and Norway, but 
no one from Denmark. Brother Ola Hanson of 
Tromsée, Norway, made a touching appeal for 
help in men and money. He has, for some time, 
been supported by the English Missionary Society ; 
but they now think his church able to help them- 
selves; which is not the case, the members being 
scattered on several islands of the Arctic Ocean. 
Privately he told me it is very trying to live up 
there in a boreal night of several weeks’ duration. 
Even in June, when he left Tromsée, deep drifts of 
snow covered most of the ground. He said he 
could not have remained there for five years (he is 
a Swede) but for the love of Christ constraining 
him to serve the poor but devoted Baptists there. 
At the conference he told the thrilling story of the 
sailor who had gone down to Hamburg to be bap- 
tized and ordained, to administer baptism to 
eagerly waiting candidates. But he was drowned 
on his way home. Then one of the candidates, a 
simple working-man, came all the way down to 
Shien, a journey of 1800 miles, to receive the 
ordinance. Some years later Brother Ola Hanson 
arrived at Tromsdée. 

The discussions at the conference, on the whole, 
were carried on in all unity, and marked by a 
dogged resolution to carry the work of Christ for- 
ward through all obstructions. The conviction 
had settled upon all the churches, that they do not 
do their duty to the heathen. They want to sup- 
port a native missionary in Burmah until they can 
send a man out of their midst in the heathen field, 
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and support him. 
take up collections in order to assist the Baptist 
mission in Finland and Norway. A fund was to 
be collected for instituting a normal school for 
teachers. The Baptist Building Fund, by the help 
of which ten meeting-houses had been erected 
since the time of the last conference, was to be 
increased. 

And here I must Graw to a close. May the 
Lord bless our generous friends in America ! 


Mission to Poland. 

Mr. Alf writes, — 

Poland has now three churches, — Kicin, Kuro- 
weck, and Sesulin, 

1. Kicin. —The district is called Ciechanow, 
the government Plock, in the north-western part 
of Poland, about ten miles from the East and 
West Prussian boundary. The church extends 
over five governments : Plock, Warshau, Peterkau, 
Kalisch, and Siedlitz, embracing a circuit of 2,000 
square miles, with 78 principal stations, and about 
1,000 members ; and possesses three chapels built 
of wood, but handsome, and suited to that region. 
There are now eleven ministers and one Bible col- 
portor. The church has six Sunday schools, with 
174 children and 10 teachers. 


Resolutions were passed to” 


2. KurowEck. — This church was founded jn 
1870. The present pastor is John Albrecht, and 
four brethren labor with him. There are now 289 
members, who are divided into 11 stations ; 5 Sun- 
day schools, with 115 scholars and 8 teachers. At 
two stations are Bohemian brethren and sisters, 
who have as preacher Joseph Poimann. 

3. SESULIN. —This church was founded July 
20, 1873, with 231 members, and now has 327, at 
six different stations, The pastor is Edward Ach- 
endorf, who has two assistants. 

With regard to liberty, we cannot complain, 
We are not only tolerated, but protected by the 
authorities. The so-called clergy — Lutheran, as 
well as Catholic— often storm about us, but can 
do very little. Lately I spoke with our local priest, 
who said, “ Yes, yes, your religion is sanctioned 
by the authorities here, as well as ours.” We have 
in hand no written papers to that effect ; but a civil 
position of our own has been arranged for us, and 
we are free from church taxes; and I consider 
this sufficient proof that we have firm standing. 
ground. With regard to the importation of books, 
we have many hinderances from the Lutheran con- 
sistorium. All controversial writings against the 
established church are strictly interdicted ; and no 
tracts are allowed to pass. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST 
CHRISTIAN 


In response to our call, delegates and other 
members of the several churches assembled 
in the Gowalpara Chapel on Saturday, two 
o’clock, p.M., April 3, 1875. After a state- 
ment of the object of the meeting, articles of 
association were read and adopted. 

It was then voted to organize into the 
First Baptist Association of Garo Christian 
Churches. 

The organization was then effected under 
the articles of association by electing as 
moderator of the Association, Rev. T. J. Keith ; 
as scribe, Sri Atula, school teacher ; as treas- 
urer, Sri Fokira, pastor at Rungjulie. 

The organization having been effected, let- 
ters and delegates were called for ; when eight 


churches responded by letter, and forty-three - 


delegates were enrolled. 
The Association then adjourned to meet in 
the evening at seven o’clock. 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION OF GARO 
CHURCHES. 


The evening session was opened with sing- 
ing, reading the Scriptures, and prayer. 

The following business was then trays- 
acted : — 

1. Voted, That this Association will en- 
deavor to support a preacher as our own mis- 
sionary to the heathen during the following 
year. 

Voted, that Brother Chakin be the first mis- 
sionary of the Association, and that the 
Association will raise the amount of his salary 
at Rs. 10 ($5) per month. 

2. Voted, That the Association deem it 
expedient to consider the propriety of ordain- 
ing to the work of the gospel ministry our 
brother Gungram ; and that, on the following 
Lord’s Day morning, we will proceed to his 
examination with that purpose. 

Association then adjourned after singing 
and prayer. 


’ 


1875.] 


At the Sunday-morning session, the exam- 
ination of Brother Gungram was proceeded 
with. 

After hearing an interesting statement of 
his Christian experience, of his views of the 
work of the Christian ministry, together with 
some account of his views of Christian doc- 
trine, it was unanimously voted to ordain him, 
and that the ordination service be held at one 
o'clock, P.M., of this day. 

At one, P.M., the Association met as per 
appointment, when the ordination services 
proceeded according to the resolutions of the 
morning session: viz., 

1. Singing, and reading Scriptures, by 
Brother Chakin. 

2. Sermon by Brother Rungkhu. 

3. Prayer of ordination, Brother Ramkhe. 


4. Laying-on of hands, by Brothers Mason, 


Phillips, Keith, Rungkhu, and Ramkhe. 
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5. Charge to candidate, by Rev. T. J. 
Keith. 

6. Benediction, by Brother Gungram. 

After all which, the Association adjourned, 
to meet in the evening for the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

The evening session was a very pleasant 
one, about sixty-five partaking of the ele- 
ments. A collection was taken, amounting to 
Rs. 14-12, to be appropriated to the preacher’s 
salary. 

The association then adjourned to meet 
with the Nisangram Church on Saturday 
before the first sabbath in January, 1876. 

Te Deum Laudamus. T. J. K. 
Gowavpara, Assam, April 8, 1875. 


(Notge.— We presume the proper functions of a Baptist 
Association were not transcended in the above action of the 
Garo Association, as might be inferred. The ordination, and 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper were probably under the 
authority of the Gowalpara Church.— Ep. Maa.] 


THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


THE REV. JOHN SALE, of Barisaul, India, 
long a well-known and successful Baptist mis- 
sionary, entered very unexpectedly his eternal 
rest on Saturday, the 4th of September. He 
was staying with his son-in-law, Mr. James 
Young, at Helensburgh on Clyde for his 
health. His friends were aware that he was 
suffering from heart-complaint, but had been 
assured that he might live to a good old age. 
On Saturday morning he conducted family 
worship as usual, and, as it was his birthday, 
received the congratulations of his grandchil- 
dren. A sudden sharp pain between the 
shoulders was complained of shortly after- 
wards, but it passed off, when he lay down on 
the sofa, and he said he felt better. When 
Mr. Young locked into the room, a few min- 
utes after this, he was gone. He was in his 
fifty-seventh year. He was one of the most 
successful itinerant preachers of India, and his 
death will be deeply felt by multitudes in that 
land. He only returned to England in Sep- 
tember last, and was one of the speakers at 
the autumnal meeting of the Baptist Union at 
Newcastle. 


THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY has 
added to its other organizations what we 
Americans style a “woman’s board;” in 
English: phraseology, a “ ladies’ committee.” 


If it prove as executive and influential as our 
American “women’s boards,” the society has 
seldom taken a wiser step. The great and 
pressing problem, “ How shall the female pop- 
ulation of India and China be educated and 
evangelized ?” can never be solved until a far 
larger number of enlightened Christian women 
devote themselves to the task of elevating 
their dark and degraded sisters. This ladies’ 
committee is to have the charge of raising 
funds, to increase the staff of female mission- 
aries, also of training suitable candidates when 
accepted by the board, of corresponding with 
them subsequently, and of advising and assist- 
ing the general board with reference to the 
female department of missionary effort. 


SoME remarkable facts - respecting the 
spread of Christianity in India have lately 
been brought out by the census, which was 
prepared with great labor and care by the 
Indian Government. 225,000 Protestant na- 
tive Christians are reported, showing that dur- 
ing the past ten years there has been an 
increase of sixty-one per cent of the Christian 
population, while the natural increase of the 
Hindoo population has been but five per cent. 

Rev. S. H. Kellogg of Allahabad says that 
this return “demonstrates, that with only 517 
Protestant missionaries to two hundred million 
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people, with all the inveterate hatred of fanati- 
cal Mohammedanism, and all the power and 
prestige of a venerable Brahminism against 
them, the Church of Christ is, as a matter of 
fact, gaining on the world to-day, at least as 
rapidly in India as in the most favored sec- 
tions of America: indeed, the exact figures 


would be to tle advantage of the church in 
India.” 


ILLUSTRATION OF THE ADVENT OF CHRIST. 
— “If Jesus is the only Saviour of sinners,” 
said a schoolmaster, “how is it that he did 
not come before?” To this Tama replied, 
“When was it that the governor sahib came 
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into this district? Was it not in the time of 
famine, when people were dying of starvation? 
Then it was he was required, and then it was 
he came. At other times, when the people 
had plenty to eat, and plenty to wear, who 
cared to see the governor sahib? And, when 
he did come, what an advent of mercy it was! 
For the hungry he provided food ; for the sick, 
medicine; for the naked, clothing; and, for 
the houseless, shelter. So it was,” continued 
our brother, “with the advent of Jesus. When 
men were ‘without strength,’ helpless, shen 
it was that Jesus came, bringing bread and 
clothing, medicine and shelter, for hungry, 
naked, diseased, and homeless souls.” 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


£@> We are sorry to be obliged to say that 
the receipts of our treasury for the month of 
September fall very considerably behind those 
of last year for the same month. This is a 
very sad showing ; and we must beg of the 
friends of Christ everywhere not to allow any 
diminution in your gifts to this work. Some 
of us who are connected with the work at the 
Rooms are doubling our personal contributions 
this year. Will not those who have means 
look at this matter seriously zow? Any con- 
siderable diminution from the receipts of the 
last year, month by month, would cripple our 
work beyond measure. We must not fall 
behind our former gifts. Remember this, 
every pastor, every brother, every friend of 
Christ. 


WE have advices of the safe arrival of both 
our missionary parties in Glasgow, and their 
departure for the East, all in good health. 


A SHRINKAGE of ten per cent on the con- 
tribution of any one church or individual 
would seem to be a small matter. But let 
this become general, and it means a deficiency 
in our treasury of $25,000 at the close of the 
year. 


How many will double their contribution 
this year to prevent deficiency, discourage- 
ment, and demoralization ? 


WILL all the readers of the Magazine give 
careful attention to the second leading article 
in this number, entitled “ Four Reasons”? 
We must speak plainly at a time like this, 
You will see the point. 


THE concise and deeply interesting “ Sketch 
of the Baptist Movement in Sweden,” given in 
this number of the Magazine, will be found of 
special value as a missionary document. Our 
Brother Wiberg speaks as no other living 
man can do from personal experience and 
observation on every point in the narrative. 


THE sweet and tender farewell address of 
Mrs. Appleton to the outgoing lady mission- 
aries at Providence, we are permitted to print 
in this number of the Magazine. If you would 
be put in sympathy with those missionaries, 
and others like them, read this address some 
time when your heart is warm with the love of 
Christ. 


THERE is another dearth of missionary news 
from Burmah and other important fields. Do 
the brethren in the field notice this? From 
some of them we have not been able to pre- 
sent to the home churches a word for many 
months. Somebody is looking in every num- 
ber of the Magazine for some words from 
every worker in the field. 
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Address in Behalf of the Churches. 


ADDRESS IN BEHALF OF THE CHURCHES. 
BY MRS. E. W. APPLETON. 


[Presented at Providence, Sept. 9, on the occasion of the 
departure of Mrs. A. Esterbrooks, Miss Emma A. Chase, 
and Miss Anna H. Kidder.] 


My younG SISTERS,—In addressing you 
as the representative of the Baptist churches 
of Providence, there have come to my remem- 
brance the words of Paul, as he closes his letter 
to the Philippian disciples, — fitting words, 
jt seems to me, to speak to you on this 
auspicious day, —“ All the saints salute you.” 

We salute you as the children of God, by 
faith in Christ Jesus; as those who have 
tasted his love, have experienced in your own 
hearts the Spirit’s regenerating power, and 
have entered the new life; as rejoicing in the 
love of Jesus; as having resigned your will 
to his; seeking him, and him alone, as your 
hope and trust. In this hope, in this eternal 
trust, this enduring faith, “All the saints 
salute you.” 

We salute you, as set apart to a special 
work, consecrated to a special service; and 
that service the most exalted, the noblest, 
that can be committed to any earthly being. 
To be intrusted with the message of salva- 
tion to one soul is indeed a glorious com- 
mission; but to be sent as ambassadors of 
mercy to the millions of our sorrowing, suffer- 
ing, grief-laden sisters; to the nations of 
the earth for whom peace and pardon have 
been purchased, but who have never heard 
the sweet sound of a gospel of forgiveness ; 
to be to these the messengers bearing in your 
hands the richest gifts of love and mercy from 
heaven’s King, — this, indeed, is a commission 
unspeakably glorious, surpassingly grand. In 
this, your high calling, “ All the saints salute 
you.” 

We salute you in your fellowship with Jesus. 
You are found in this service, not simply as 
following your divine Master, but side by side 
with him; you are permitted to walk, your 
hands in his hand, your eyes fixed upon his 
blessed countenance ; his strength your sup- 
port, his power and grace your all-sufficient 
protection. 

The work for which he came to earth is 
your work, The cause in which he offered up 
his life is the cause in which you labor. In 
the love of Jesus, you will bend over dark- 


eyed women and children. In the patience of 
Jesus, you will teach them to know his truth, 
and to receive his grace into their souls. In 


‘the gentleness of Jesus, you will exhibit to 


them the beauty of holiness. In the meek- 
ness of Jesus, you will bear long, and endure 
“as seeing Him who is invisible.” In the 
peace which Jesus gives, you will “mount 
up as on eagle’s wings; you will run, and not 
be weary ; you shall walk, and not faint.” In 
thus laboring like Jesus, in thus laboring for 
Jesus, and in laboring thus with Jesus, “ All 
the saints salute you.” 

We salute you as participators in Christ’s 
triumph and victory. The promises of the 
eternal God are as sure to-day as when pro- 
mulgated in the bygone centuries. The march 
of time cannot efface them ; the years, as they 
roll on in their annual circles, cannot detract ° 
an iota from their power, or lessen their 
security. They are founded in love and truth ; 
and He whose name is truth will never disap- 
point his beloved ones who trust in him. All 
the needs for the race of Adam were answered 
and fulfilled with the last expiring groan of 
our Redeemer upon the cross of Calvary. 
Those memorable words, “ It is finished,” you 
may clasp to your hearts, feeling assured of 
the completeness of this finished work, and 
that it is yours to promulgate the knowledge 
of it to the nations. 

Victor over death and the grave, Christ 
is now upon his triumphal march. The na- 
tions shall own him as King; and all the ends 
of the earth shall see his salvation. 

With this inspiring thought, you tread the 
soil of the sea-girt isle, or walk the streets of 
Burmah’s towns and cities, or penetrate the 
lonely jungle. You see the countless pagodas, 
with their wealth of offerings, erected to the 
worship of senseless deities. You look into 
the vacant faces of the devotees of Gaudama 
and Vishnu. Your faith sees the beautiful 
island of Japan transformed into the garden 
of the Lord. From all those mountain tops, 
from hillsides and fertile valleys, from India, 
from Burmah and China, mid icy snows or 
torrid heat, throughout the vast continent of 
Asia, you hear the voice of singing and the 
melody of prayer. 
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By the sweet influences of Christianity, you 
see the dark-eyed women of sorrow become 
happy, loving worshippers; and, in the sad 
eyes of little children, you discover first won- 
der, then joy, as they learn to sing the sweet 
story of Jesus’ love. In this, your certainty 
of victory, “ All the saints salute you.” 


My sisters, in presenting to you our Chris-' 


tian salutation, at this eventful period of your 
lives, we feel that you sustain to us, the Bap- 
tist women of Providence, a very tender rela- 
tion. Prayer has been offered that God would 
move the heart of some young sister in Rhode 
Island to go in person to the far-off lands. 
Our desire has been answered in double meas- 
ure. We have asked for one; and, lo! our 
eyes fill with tears of joy, our hearts swell with 
gratitude, as we see before us two youthful 
disciples, ready to carry the heavenly tidings. 
And not only at this time do we give to you 
our most tender salutation; but when you 
shall be far away, and oceans shall divide us ; 
when you shall be engaged in your heaven- 
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born mission, —then still shall be watfted to 
you from our hearts, across the sea, these 
sweet words, “ All the saints saiute you.” 

At our Father’s throne, on bended knee, we 
shall remember that you belong to Christ, 
that you are consecrated to his work, that you 
are in fellowship with Jesus ; and pray that 
you may share in his triumph and victory. 

And not only from us, but from the hearts 
of a multitude of Christian women all along 
the shores of the Atlantic; on our western 
Pacific coast; from the borders of the Great 
Lakes ; from the dwellers beneath those lofty 
mountain-ranges that raise their “ hoary heads” 
to the skies; from all these may there be 
wafted to you, and to your fellow-laborers, the 
shout of salutation, in larger gifts, in more 
earnest labors, in deeper sacrifices, and in an 
all-pervading spirit of prayer; that thus we at 
home, as truly as you who are abroad, may 
fulfil our Master’s last command, “ Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN SEPTEMBER, 1875. 


MAINE, $252.35. 
Jefferson, 1st ch.,15; Brooklin, E. S. Fish, 4; 


Dexter, ch., 5-69; : $24 69 
Eden, ch., 3.40; North Anson, a friend, 5; Cam- 

den, Chestnut-st. ch., 20.50; 28 90 
Piscataquis Asso., A. F. Mower, tr., 46 31 


Saco River Asso., Alfred, ch., 5; Buxton Centre, 
ch., 20; South Waterboro’, ch., 5; Lyman (Good- 
win’s Mills), ch, 5.65; Cornish, ch., 2; coll. at 


Asso., 6; C. J. Wedgwood, tr., 43 65 
Lincoln Asso., F. S. Halloch, tr., per Rev. J. N. 

Cushing, 3749 
Androscoggin Quar. Conference, 712 
Bowdoinham Asso., J. E. Brainerd, tr., 36 00 
Foxcroft, Dea. B. Buck, 1; Rev. J. F. Norris, pul- 

pit supply, 8; 9 00 
Cumberiaud Asso., coll. per me . F. Norris, 9 So 
Brunswick, ch., per. Rev. J. F. Norris, 539 


Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., — 
Harpswell, Jane B. Alexander, 400 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $325.78. 


Nashua, rst ch., 149; Concord, rst ch. S. S., J. B. 

Flanders, tr., 15; 164 00 
Fisherville, rst ch. S. S., tow. sup. of nat. pr. 

Ningpo, China, S. F. Brown, tr., 100; Great 

Falls, ch., 40.60; 140 60 
Dublin Asso , per Rev. A. P. Mason, 200 
Saco River Asso., Freedom, ch., C. J. Wedgwood, 


tr. 
Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., — 
Brentwood, ch., 12; Deerfield, David Stevens and 
wife, 1.50; Portsmouth Asso. coll., 4.68; 18 18 


VERMONT, $162.61. 


Hinesburgh, ch. S. S., for the Normal Sch., Bas- 
sein, 5; Saxton’s River, ch., J. Whitcomb, tr., 73; 
St. Albans, 1st ch. S. S. Robinson, tr., 22.64; 78 00 
Enosburgh, ch., per P. C. Abby, 7.77; Jericho, 
ch., of wh. 11.50 1s fr. Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 15.62; 
Mrs. L. C. Bixby, 1, per P. C..Abby, 16.62; 47 03 


Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie. Dist. Sec., — 
Wilmington. ch.,9; East Dover, ch., 8; Whiting- 
ham, ch., 5; Windham Asso., 15.583 $3758 


MASSACHUSETTS, $1,486.23. 


Boston, Fourth-st, ch., 25.00; Bowdoin-sq. ch., 
Miss Mary Parke, 1; a friend, 5 ; do. 43 
A fiiend for the debt, 30; North Marshfield, ch., 
2; Winchendon, ch., tow. const. Dea. J. L, 
Reed, H. L. M., G. Q. A. Bryant. tr., 60; 92 00 
North Tisbury, ch., of wh. 15 is fr. the Mission 
Circle for the sup. of a girl in Miss Peabody’s 
sch., and 2.75 mon. con. coil. for Aug. and Sept., 
per Rev. John Sawyer, 1775 
Hyde Park, ch., J. F. Arnold, tr., 37.21; Kings- 
ton, ch., 10.50; Salem, ast ch, in pt. 500; 


Charlestown, 1st ch. 600; 1,147 71 
Amherst, ch., 18.08; Southbridge Cent., ch., Lu- 

cius E. Ammidown, tr., 65.703 83 78 
Miller River Asso., G. W. Dexter, tr., 31 50 


Franklin Asso., Bernardston, ch., 5.50; Colerain, 

ch., 4.30; Shelburne Falls, ch., 2.50; J. B. Bard- 

well, tr., 12 60 
Wachusett Asso., Harvard, ch., 18; Westminster, 

ch., 5; South Gardner, ch., 25; L. H. Bradford, 


if.» 
North Middleboro’, J. H. H. Hooper, 5.00 
Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie. Dist. Sec., — 
Manchaug, ch., 6.20; Webster, ch. S. S., for Tel. . 
missions, care Dr. Jewett, 6.69; 12 8) 


$1,486 23 
Less ain’t rec’d fr. J. Hervey Reed. Boston, rep’d : 
in May, and intended for Paris Chapel, 100 00 


$1.386 23 
RHODE ISLAND, $142.37. 
Providence, Cranston, ch. S. S., for quar. sup. of 
Moung See Dee, nat. pr., care Rev. A. Bunker, 
18.75; coll. at miss’y meeting, per Dr. Gardner, 
53-48; Soc. of Miss. Ing., of Brown University, 
4-50; G. D. Wilcox, 30; F. A. Ashmore, 1; 107 73 
Wickford, 1st ch., mon. con. coll., 34 04 
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CONNECTICUT, $345. 


East Thompson, ch., per Rev. N. J. Pinkham, 3; 
Southington, ch., per Rev. A. P. Buel, 18.50; 
Tolland, ch., 13.503 

Wethersfield, Merit Butler and wife, 200; Abigail 
Hurlburt, 10; all for the Burman and Karen mis- 


eaten, ch. S. S., for the sup. of Ko Aing, care 
Rev. A. R. R. Crawley, 


NEW YORK, $1,178 20. 


West Somerset, R. W. Noble, 25; Frewsburg, ch. 
S. S., for the sup. of Ramiah, nat. pr., care Rev. 
J. E. com 253 

Rensselaerville Asso., H. A. Ford, tr., 

Warsaw, ch., 7-95; Albion, ist ch., 60.25; a friend 
for debt, 1; 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., — 

Buffalo Asso., Eden, ch., 10; Evans, ch., 5; Sar- 
dinia, ch., 8 32; Strykersville, ch., tow. sup. of 
Rev. M. C. Mason, 43; Mrs. D. S. Dean, for 
debt, 5; coll. at Asso., for do., 23 713 

Cattaraugus Asso., per Rev. Wm. Mudge, 

Cayuga Asso., Port Byron, ch., 7.50; Ira, ch., 2.433 
Venice, ch., 5; Weedsport, ch., 23.29; 

Chemung River Asso., Havana, ch., 31.60; Big 
Flats, ch., 24.05 ; South Creek, ch., 23.05; Paint- 
ed Post, ch., 25; 

Chenango Asso., Afton, ch., 10; Earlville, ch., 
7-50; McDonough, ch., 14; So. New Berlin, ch., 
5; So. Otselic, ch., 4; Oxford, ch., 16.08; Pitch- 
er, ch., 26; Sherburne, ch., 1.75; a friend, 5 ; 

Harmony Asso., Dewittville, ch., 1.55; Portland, 
1st ch., 17-753 Mayville, ch., 10; North East, 

ch., 9.25; West Portland, ch, 1.50; A. Cook, 
13; coll. at Asso., for South China mission, care 
Rev. Wm. Ashmore, 28; 

Oneida Asso., Utica, Tabernacle ch. 60 37; Tren- 
ton, 1st ch., 43.453 

Asso., Fabius, ch.,'6.60; No. Manlius, 
ch., 113 

Ontario Asso., Geneva, ch., 22.50; coll. at Asso. 
for debt, 24; 

Steuben Asso., fr. tr., 70.85 Savona, ch., 5.85 ; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., — 

Union Asso., Croton Falls, ch., in pt., 20; Maho- 
ac Falls, ch., in pt..6; Yorktown. ch., in pt., 43 
‘ent, ist ch., 7.50; 2d ch., 27.20; Carmel, ch., 

70.50: Bedford, ch., Ladies’ Industrial Miss’ 
Soc., 23; Patterson, Wom. Miss. Soc., 37; coll. 
at Asso., 23.503 

Long Island Asso.. Herkimer-st. ch., 

Southern N.Y. Asso., Park-ave., ch. L. I., 

Hudson River Central Asso., Lackawack, ch., 


NEW JERSEY, $28.75. 


Blackwoodtown. ch., 17; Paterson, a friend, 2.50; 
Oak Grove, Mrs..M. A. T. Barrass, 1; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec ,— 

East N.J. Asso., Perth Amboy, ch., in pt., 


PENNSYLVANIA, $642.48. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., — 

Beaver Asso, Unity, ch., 8; Zoar, ch., 25.25; 
Amana, ch, 5; Providence, ch., 2; Sharon, ch., 
5-74; Muddy Creek, ch., of wh. 2.71 is fr. S. S., 
26.46; West Salem, ch., 9.63; Achor, ch., of wh. 
3-50 is fr. S. S., 123 Zion, ch., 10.22; Elizabeth 
G. Clutton, 24; Harmony, ch., of wh. .78 is fr. 
S. S., 5.23; New Castle, re ey Vamport, ch., 
of wh. 3 is fr. S. S., 5.06; New Brighton, ch., 
13; coll. at Asso., 10.80; 

Centre Asso., Phillipsburg, ch., 2.50; Mill Creek, 
ch., 1.86; Tyrone, ch., 1.40; Centre Union, ch., 
1.10; Lockport, ch., .40; Warrior’s Mark, ch., 
1; Huntingdon, ch., 2.50; coll. at Asso., 4.40; 

Monongahela Asso., Sugar Grove, ch., 4; Union- 
town, ch., 1.45; Connellsville, ch., 1.65; Indian 
Creek, ch., 3.73; Pennville, ch., 1; Smithfie!d, 
Rev. A. J. Collins, 2; coll. at Asso.. 25.68 ; 

Oil Creek Asso., ye ch , of wh. 5.70 is 
fr. S. S., 7-70; Oil City, ch., 2; Titusville, ch., 
4-68 ; coll. at Asso., 16.03 ; 

French Creek Asso., Cambridgeboro’, ch.. 4.35; 
Springfield, ch., 5; Georgetown, ch., 6; Spring, 
ch., 4; Randolph, ch., 1; coll. at Asso., 31.82 ; 

ion Asso., Zion, ch., of wh. 3.46 is fr. Mrs. 
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Gilbert’s S. S. class, 12.51; Strattonville, ch., 
35; Rev. D. W. Swigart and family, 1.65; Par- 
s Landing, ch., 10; 

Clearfield Asso.. Soldier’s Run, ch., 

Northumberland Asso., ch., 1; McHenry, 
ch., 4; White Deer, ch., bal. .75: 

Central Union Asso., Beulah, ch., bal., 

Philadelphia Asso., Marcus Hook, ch., 15 ; Goshen, 
ch., 4; Germantown, 3d ch, bal., 36.25; 

North Philadelphia Asso., Holmesburg, ch., 19.88 ; 
Bethany, ch., 10.593 

Ten Mile Asso., several churches, 

Tioga Asso., Antrim, ch., 3.20; Blossburg, ch., 13; 
Bailey Creek, ch., 2; Cherry Flats, ch., 1.34; 
Charleston, ch., 8.55; Covington, ch, 1-10; Chat- 
ham and Farmington, ch., 3.65; Jackson, rst ch., 
3-60; Middlebury, 1st ch., 1.40; Sullivan State 
Road, ch., 8.50; Tioga, ch., 13; Wellsboro’, ch., 
21.61; West Jackson, ch., 4.35; Mansfield, ch., 
3-15; Rutland, ch., 2.15; coll. at Asso., 20.783 


WEST VIRGINIA, $149.02. 


Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec., — 

Parkersburgh Asso., tow. sup. of Nga Sah, nat. pr., 
care of Rev. E. B. Cross, Bethel, S. S., 3.643 
Hartford City, ch., of wh. 3 is fr. S. S., 7.453 

Union Asso., tow. sup. of Moung Kyaw, nat. pr., 
care of Rev. J. R. Haswell, Bealington, ch., of 
wh. 1.80 is fr. S. S., p05 Booth’s Creek, ch., 
5-75: Boothville, ch., of wh. 2.75 is from S. S., 
4; Beulah, ch., 9.44; Calvary, ch., 5; Clarks- 
burg, ch., 23.14; Coon’s Run, ch., 21.20; Flem- 
ington, ch., 3; Harmony Grove, ch., 6; Point 
Pleasant, ch., 6; Simpson Creek, ch., 10.85; 
Webster, ch., 10; coll. at Asso., 28.50; 


OHIO, $716. 
Tedron, F. Smith, 


Zoar Asso., R. S. Moore, tr., 34.13; Mt. Moriah, 
ch. S. S., 3.053 

Coll. per Rev. ‘Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec., — 

Ashtabula Asso., Andover, ch., 75; Conneaut, 
ch., 26.88; Cherry Valley, ch., 4.50; Colebrook, 
ch., 63 Kirtland, Rev. A. S. Jones, 10.75; Mrs. 
Rev. A. S. Jones, 8; for Bible distribution, 1; 
_ Kandall, 2; Sheffield, ch., 3; Thompson, 
ch., 33 

Anglaise Asso., Lima, a friend of missions, 2; St. 
Mary’s S. S., 2.10; Riley Creek infant class, .69 ; 
Coll. at Asso., 15; 

Cleveland Asso., Cleveland, rst ch., 104; Taber- 
nacle ch., 61.503 

Clinton Asso., Greenfield, ch. bal., 12.50; Washing- 
ton Court House, L. C. Getz, 12; coll. at Asso. 
for Mau Cheh, nat. pr. care Rev. E. B. Cross, 
50.35; 

Coiumbus Asso., Jersey, estate of Mrs. H. Pruden, 

East Fork Asso., coll. at Asso., 

Huron Asso., Auburn, S.S., .65; Berlin, ch., 10; 
Brownson, ch. on outfitof Bro. McKibben, 3.65 ; 
Peru, ch. for do., 2.50; Fitchville,ch. S.S., 1.50; 
Norwalk, ch., 8.75; New Haven, C. C. Harden, 


Lorain Asso., Avon, ch. of wh. 5 is fr. S. S., 8.253 
Oberlin, ch., bal., 2; 

Mad River Asso., Allen Centre, ch., 6; Mt. Zion, 
ch., bal., 2; coll. at Asso., tow. sup. of lads in 
Dr. Cross’s sch., 56.55 3 

Mansfield Asso., Broomfield, ch., bal., 

Miami Asso., Hamilton, ch., 

Miami Union Asso., Sidney, ch. S.S., 3; Belle- 
fontaine, John Williams, .50; 

Mt. Vernon Asso., Chester, ch. of wh. 5 is fr.S. S., 

Seneca Asso., Madison, S. S., 2.54; Republic, 8. S., 


1.36; 

Trumble Asso., Hubbard, ch., 12; Gerretsville, S. 
S., 5; coll. at Asso., 3.25 ; : 

Wills Creek Asso., Rev. J. G. Whitaker, tow. sup. 
of Sungiah care of Mr. Downie, 

Wooster Asso., Canton, Mrs. Elizabeth Coburn, 

Zanesville Asso., Adamsville, S. S.,. 3; Salem 
Township, W. S. Williams, 4; Rockville, S. S., 
4.87; Zanesville, 1st ch., bal., 15.05; coll. at 
Asso., 1060; Rev. J. McSimpson tow. sup. of 
Sau Kada, care of Rev. A. Bunker, 25; 


KENTUCKY, $1.00. 
Lexington, a friend, 
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INDIANA, $105.50. 


Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., White 
Water Valley Asso., coll. at Asso., 

Flat Rock Asso., coll. at Asso., 13; Greensburg 
ch., 1; Mt. Pleasant, 2d ch., 8.10; 

Union Asso., Bethel ch., 

Madison Asso., coll. at Asso., 

Freedom Asso., Vernal, ch., 

Bedford Asso., coll. at Asso., 

—_ Asso., coll. at Asso., 
hite Lick Asso., coll. at Asso., 

Curry’s Prairie Asso., coll. at Asso., 


ILLINOIS, $584 27. 


Upper Alton, Mrs. Pamelia Rodgers, for the sup. 
of a nat. Karen preacher, 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Bloom- 
field Asso., Indianola, ch., 4; Tolona, Mrs. L 
Wandel, 3.60; 

Bloomington Asso., Chenoa, ch., 6.50; Clinton, ch., 

.o2; Veer Creek, Mrs. M. Robins, 3, Mrs. E 

. Gerret, 2.50, 5.50; El Paso, ch., 16 443 Fair- 
burg, ch., 24.65 ; Lexington, ch., .so; Mason City, 
ch.,sup. Rev. D. H. Drake, Kurnool, 7 30; Pekin, 
ch., ot wh. 2 are the earnings of an indigent 
sister, 7; Washington, Mrs. M. M. Bowers for 
student in normal sch., care Rev. R. E. Neigh- 
bor, 10; Weston, ch., 8.45; 

Central Asso. for nat. pr. care Rev. D. H. Drake, 
Kurnool, Clarys Grove, ch., Mrs. C. H. Spearand 
G. C. Spear, 5 ea., 10; Hopewell, ch., M. A. 
Smith, 5; Mt. Olive, ch., 5; Mt Zion, ch., Rev. 
M. S. Ely and J. L. Ashurst, 5 ea., 103 

Chicago Asso., Chicago, German ch, 

Dixon Asso., Lena, ch., tor Suanum Ethraglu col- 

“a. Hyderabad, care Rev. W. W. Camp- 


Edwardsville Asso., Alton, rst ch. S. S , to be ex- 
pended under direction of Rev. M. Jameson, 

Fox River Asso., Hincley, Henry W. Maltbie, 5; 
Evanston, ch., 29.38; 

Macoupin Asso., Hart’s Prairie, Rev. W. P. Hart, 
sup. nat. pr., care Rev. D. H. Drake, 

Peoria Asso., Monmouth, ch., 1; Ontario, Rev. C. 
C. More, 20; Peoria, German, ch., of wh. 3.29 
is fr. S. S., 12.333 

Quincy Asso., New Town, ch., 11; Payson, ch., 
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Rock Island Asso, Aledo, ch., Mrs. Merriam, 1; 
Watertown, ch., 8; 

Rock River Asso., Stillman Valley, ch, 

Salem Asso., to const. Mrs. Nancy Logan H. L. 
M., Blandinsviile, ch., 21; Bushnell, ch., of wh. 
5 isfr. Mr. Osgood, 6; Cameron, ch., Rev. J. R. 
Pennington, 1; Carthage, ch., of wh. 10.75 is fr. 
S. S., 13-75; Farmers Township, Bro. Miner, 53 
Hillsboro’, ch., 13 ; Macomb, ch., of wh. 5 is i 
—, 8; Prairie City, ch., of wh. 3 is fr. S. S., 

ea. fr. J. S. and A. Barnes, 2 fr. Effie Chase, 3 

r. Mrs. Vaughan, 18; Roseville, ch., 12; Sciota, 
of wh. 25 is fr. Rev. J. M. Harrington, 5 ea. fr. 
J. Logan and E. Rogers, 39; St. Mary, ch., of 
wh. 51s fr. J. Botts, 11; Mt. Pieasant, ch., Han- 
cock Co., 2; Union, ch., 1; 

Wood River Asso., Clinton, 2d ch , for African mis 


sions, 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., — 
Springfield Asso., coll. at Asso., 

Carrolton Asso., Winchester, ch., 


IOWA, $426.02. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., — 

Cedar Valley Asso., Independence, ch , 1.75: Jack- 
son, ch.,i; Parkersburg, Mrs. Turning, 1; Rice- 
ville, A. Marsh, 2; 

Davenport Asso., Blue Grass, ch., 4.25; Muscatine, 
ch., 21.10; German, ch., 1.50; 

Eden Asso., coll. at Asso., per Mrs. E. P. Scott, 

Linn Asso., Cedar Rapids, ch., 51.50; Jordan’s 
Grove, ch, 1.50; Marion, ch., 1; Quasqueton, 
ch., 18.10; Urbana, ch., 2; Sheilsburg, Mrs.’ P. 
A. Barten, for Assam mission, 1; Vinton, ch., 
1.75; Winthrop, ch., 30 09; 

Washington Asso., Ainsworth, ch., 6.60; Colum- 
bus City, ch., 12.30; Brighton, ch., 2; Davis 
Creek, ch., 5.65; Eureka, ch., 1; Louisa Centre, 


Donations. [November, 


ch., 2.80; New Haven, ch., 2; Richland, ch., 
4.85; Washington, ch., 3; Talleyrand, ch., 1.75; 
Zion, ch., .503 

Coll. per Rev. W. C. Gunn, Dist. Sec ,— 

Central Asso., Clanton, ch., 17; Monroe, ch., 24.20; 
Otley, ch., 123 

English River Asso., Fremont, ch., 

Fox River Asso., No. Union, ch., 

Centreville Asso., Centreville, ch, 

East Nodaway Asso., coll. at Asso., 28.28; Bed- 
ford, ch., 27.85 ; 

Eden Asso., Peoria, J. M. Davis, 5; Cambria, Dea. 
M. Nelson, 5; Rev. J. M. Nelson, 3; F. L 
Nelson, 2; Mrs. Nelson, for her husband, 5 ; 

East Grand River Asso., coll. at Asso, 33-46; 
Bethesda, ch., 29.05 ; 

Oskaloosa Asso., Eddyville, ch., 1.65; Pleasant 
Grove, ch., 4.51 3 

South Western Asso., Carbon, ch , 


MICHIGAN, $124.85. 


Eaton Rapids, ch., J. F. ang tr., 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., — 

Grand Rapids Asso., Lowell, ch., 

Michigan Asso., Detroit, ist ch. S. S., for student 
in Ongole nor. sch , care Rev. J. E. Clough, 

Col. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec.,— 

Flint River Asso., Saginaw City, ch., 


MINNESOTA, $11.29. 


Geneva, Rev. J. S. Lunn, 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec.,— 

Central Asso., Austin, S. S., quar. coll., 2.19; Wa- 
sioga, J. B. Cooper, 5; 

Southern Asso., Filmore, Miss Mary A. Shoalts, 


WISCONSIN. $119.59. 


Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., — 

Janesville Asso, Beloit, ch., 20.20; Monticello 
Prairie, ch., 13-793 

La Fayette Asso., Bloomington, ch., 25; Lima, ch., 


2.60; 

Lake Shore Asso , Greenbush, Mrs. J. L. Stratton, 
10; Milwaukee, 2d ch. S. S., for J. P. Davison, 
care J. E. Clough, 18.75; Sheboygan Falls, ch. 
and S. S., 32.753 


Winnebago Asso., Oshkosh, 2d ch., 19.25; Neenah 
and Menasha,-ch., 2; 


KANSAS, $5.50. 


Oswego, Rev. F. L. Walker, 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., — 
Fall River Asso., coll. at Asso., 


MISSOURI, $3.50. 


Coll. per Rev. W. C. Gunn, Dist. Sec., — 
Missouri Valley Asso., Utica, Dea. John Stone, 


NEBRASKA, $4.00. 
Nebraska City, 1st ch., per Rev. O. Dodge, 


CALIFORNIA, $36.25. 


Oakland, Bap., ch., Juvenile Miss. Soc., for sup. 
of No-Ko-ah-in, at Ningpo, per Mrs. L. A 
Knowlton, 25. gold, 

Coll. per Rev. W. C. Gunn, Dist. Sec., — 

Bishop Creek, ch., 

$6,750 65 
LEGACIES. 


Waterboro’, Me., Betsey Smith, per Sarah Smith, © 25 00 


$6.775-65 
Donations and legacies from April 1 to Sept. 1, 1875, 30,955 13 


Donations and legacies from April 1 to Oct. 1, 1875, $37,730 78 


DONATIONS IN GOODS. 


Medicines fr. Dr. D. ise and Son, 
Philadelphia, for the Teloogoo mis- 
sion, ‘ $139 50 

Do. fr. do., for the Henthada mission, 82 50 
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